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Hidden With Christ 


By the Rev. William L. Hoover 
Col. 3:3 


IDDEN far, so far above 
The sin and strife below! 
With Christ—in God—oh, what joy, 
What rest, what peace to know 
My life His—and His life mine— 
Of God Himself joint-heir! 
Oh, what refuge from all doubt— 
What haven from all care! 


A Groaning Creation 

Split personalities are one of the 
jfearful evidences of the havoc wrought 
by sin. In Zurich recently 2,000 psychi- 
atrists from 58 nations wrestled with 
the problem, called technically “schizo- 
phrenia,” at the Second International 
Congress for Psychiatry. There may 
have been Christian psychiatrists pres- 
ent in Zurich, but the reports say nothing 
about the power of the Gospel to heal 
the troubled mind; on the contrary, they 
reveal world-wide confusion and differ- 
ences of opinion on diagnoses and reme- 
dies. Granted that there are mental 
cases that need medical treatment, yet 
there is no question that multitudes of 
divided personalities could be made 
whole by the healing balm of the Scrip- 
tures and the Gospel. One division in 
the Congress was over the question 
whether schizophrenia is primarily emo- 


tional in origin, or caused by chemical 
or metabolic abnormalities. The famous 
Dr. Carl Gustav Jung, 82, holds that “the 
emotional disturbance comes first and 
causes the chemical disturbances that 
accompany schizophrenia” (Time, Sept. 
16). A layman cannot, of course, un- 
derstand all that is involved, but he 
can see that Dr. Jung is here getting 
closer than some others to the root of 
all our troubles, which is sin. One US. 
doctor foresees “a brave new world in 
which mind-improving drugs will be 
used not only to alleviate illnesses but 
to improve the performance of the 
healthy.” There may be some truth in 
this, but it comes perilously near saying 
that drugs can cure the troubles of the 
soul, that inbred sin is nothing but sick- 
ness. Dr. Karl Menninger of Kansas 
conceded that “we all have mental ill- 
ness of different degrees at different 
times, and sometimes some of us are 
much worse or much better.” A Cana- 
dian doctor advocates shock therapy 
and deep sleep and has had some suc- 
cess with this treatment. But the weak- 
ness of this system appears in its de- 
clared purpose: “To break the chain 
of schizophrenic reactions and leave the 
mind free to reOrganize itself.” But 
that is just. what the unaided human 
mind cannot do. One of the most ter- 
rible results of man’s refusal to glorify 


God was that he “also gave them up to 
uncleanness”; “God gave them over to 
a reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not convenient” (Rom, 2:21, 
24, 28). Christ spoke of a man out of 
whom an unclean spirit had gone, but 
with nothing to take its place in the 
man’s heart: “Then goeth he, and 
taketh with himself seven other spirits 
more wicked than himself, and they 
enter in and dwell there: and the last 
state of that man is worse than ‘the 
first” (Matt. 12:45). Several doctors at 
the Congress, as they told of cases in 
other lands, gave, without meaning to, 
evidence of that shadowy world beyond 
our ken in which are the “principalities 
...- powers ... rulers of the darkness 
of this world. . . spiritual wickedness 
in high places” (Eph, 6:12). Yet never 
—at least in the reports—was there a 
hint of sin as the root, or the cleansing 
blood of Christ as the remedy, and the 
Scriptures and the indwelling Spirit as 
that which alone can produce a peace- 
ful, well-ordered mind. How much this 
sad old world needs to heed the word 
of Him of whom the prophets said, 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because 
he trusteth in thee” (Isa. 26:3); and 
who said, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest”! (Matt. 11:28.) 


ll. Two Great Christian Writers 


By Allan A. MacRae, Ph.D., President, Faith Theological Seminary 


This editorial reviews “The Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers,” 


First 


Series, 14 volumes, edited by Philip Schaff, D.D., first. published in 


1886 and now reprinted in 1956, 
Rapids 3, Mich.; 


(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub, Co., Grand 


14 volumes, ,$80; Vols. 1 to 8, St. Augustine only, $45; 


Vols, 9 to 14, St. Chrysostom only, $35.) 


are both so great and yet so very 
different from each other as St. 
Augustine and St. Chrysostom, whose 
writings make up the fourteen volumes 


[T’ IS hard to imagine two men who 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Lord also will be a refuge 
for the oppressed, a refuge in 
times of trouble” (Psa. 9:9). 























of “The Nicene and  Post-Nicene 
Fathers,” First Serie’. Augustine is 
widely known all through the Chris- 
tian church. Chrysostom is far less 
known. Yet both of them were men 
who by their constancy and by their 
loyalty to Christ established a record 
which deserves to be known every- 
where. Chrysostom was by far the 
greater preacher of the two, but Au- 
gustine was the greater thinker. 


Augustine was probably the greatest 
Christian thinker between the Apostle 
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Paul and John Calvin. One authority 


has declared that he was the most bril- . 


liant man ever to write in the Latin 
language. Augustine was thoroughly 
trained as a teacher of rhetoric, and 
wandered about for a number of years 
studying various types of beliefs and 
investigating various philosophies and 
religions before he finally became.a 
Christian. All this time his mother, 
Monica, was praying devoutly for him 
and longing that her son might become 
a real Christian. How wonderfully 
Monica’s prayers were answered! Her 
son became one of the outstanding 
Christians of the ages. 

We know more about the struggles_of 
heart of St; Augustine than of almost 
any other Christian of those early days, 
because he wrote it down in a book 
which is called his “Confessions.” Few 
books from ancient times have been 
reprinted and re-edited as often as this 
one. In it Augustine bares his heart, 
and tells of his experiences as he tried 
one view after another, seeking to find 
peace of mind and soul. He shows how 
one group of people after another took 
his interest and aroused his enthusi- 
asm. But each proved not to have the 
answer to his question. Finally his 
doubts were removed, and he found his 
heart’s desire in a thorough acceptance 
of Christianity. Yet Augustine’s ac- 
ceptance of Christianity was not based 
simply upon intellectual conviction. He 
found himself stirred in his heart with 
the conviction of sin and with the feel- 
ing of his need of a Saviour. Struggling 
to turn away from the sin that held him 
in its grip, he found himself unable 
to do so. Finally he came to a crisis 





The set of books reviewed here 
is one of three sets in which are 
reprinted the unabridged writings 
of the early Church Fathers. The 
first set of 10 volumes, “The Ante- 
Nicene Fathers,” was reviewed 
last week in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs and covers the period down 
to A.D. 325. The second set, “The 
Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers,” 
First Series, 14 volumes, here re- 
viewed, covers the writings of 
St. Augustine and St. Chrysostom. 
The third set, “The Nicene and 
Post- Nicene Fathers,” Second 
Series, 14 volumes, which will be 
reviewed next week, includes the 
chief writings of the Fathers from 
Eusebius to John of Damascus, 
and Ambrose to Gregory the 
Great. Each volume carries an 
index of subjects, and, where 
appropriate, an index of Scrip- 


ture texts mentioned. All are 
handsomely bound in durable 
clbth with gold titles. The en- 


tire three sets, 38 volumes, sells 


for $200. 
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experience in his career. Deeply moved, 
he stepped out into the back yard to 
be alone for a few minutes. While 
there he heard a child chanting the 
words, “Take, read; take, read.” He 
could not imagine in what game a child 
might say this, or how it happened that 
this sound was heard right at that time. 
But it stirred him to pick up the Bible 
and to open it. He came upon the 
verse, “But put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Rom. 
13:14). Immediately he took this as a 
voice from Heaven for him to step out 
with faith, trusting God to make up 
for the weakness of his flesh and to 
enable him to make a success of the 
Christian profession which he knew he 
should adopt. Augustine considered this 
as the moment of his conversion. Soon 
afterwards he was baptized by St. Am- 
brose, the great Bishop of Milan, and 
began the career that has meant so 
much to the Christian world. 

At first Augustine devoted himself to 
a study of the Christian faith and its 
relation to other views of life. He 
gathered a few friends and with them 
set out to discuss the problems of life 
and to ascertain how belief in the Lord 
Jesus Christ gives a satisfactory answer 
to every One of them. In this period 
of his life some interesting works were 
produced. 

Soon the fame of Augustine’s writ- 
ings and thinking spread through North 
Africa. One day he was visiting a little 
town called Hippo. The pastor here 
was quite elderly. Although the church 
was small he thought it would be good 
to get an assistant pastor for a time, 
in the hopes that this man might suc- 
ceed him. While Augustine was at- 
tending the church, the minister poured 
out his heart to his people, expressing 


‘ his desire for a capable assistant. All 


eyes in the crowd were turned to Au- 
gustine and the people began to call 
out that they felt it was the Lord’s will 
that Augustine should assist their min- 
ister. Reluctantly Augustine left his 
life of contemplation and study, and 
took up the active duties of assistant 
pastor in a small parish in a minor town 
in North Africa. Before many years 
the old minister died and Augustine 
succeeded him. 

As soon as he took up his duties as 
assistant pastor, Augustine began to de- 
vote himself to meeting the needs of 
every member of the congregation. He 
found that many of them were attracted 
by the teachings of the group in Hippo, 
which belonged to the widespread cult 
known as the Manichaeas. Earlier in 


his life Augustine himself had been at- 
tracted by the teachings of this cult, 
which were based originally upon 
Christianity, but which departed from 
it at its most vital points. The Mani- 
chaeans taught that life was a dualism, 


(Continued on page 768) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Weight of the 
Ark of the Covenant 


May I seek your assistance in locat- 
ing a passage of Scripture? It has 
to do with carrying the ark of the 
covenant. Gold, as we know, is ex- 
ceedingly heavy and for men of them- 
selves to carry the ark would require 
superhuman strength. Now I read a 
verse of Scripture saying the Lord 
gave that assistance. But I cannot 
recall the words used so I could search 
my concordance for it. Usually I 
mark such passages in my Bible so I 
can locate them later. But unfortu- 
nately this is one time I neglected to 
do so.—A Cailfornia reader. 

There does not seem to be any verse 
saying that God gave special strength 
to the men who carried the ark. The 
specifications for it are given in Exodus 
37:1-5, in which we are told that “two 
cubits and a half was the length of it, 
and a cubit and a half the breadth of it, 
and a cubit and a half the height of it”; 
and that it was covered “with pure gold 
within and without.” Nothing is said 
of the thickness of the gold plating. 
Rings were to be made on the four 
corners and wooden staves, also gold- 
plated, for carrying it. If we take the 
cubit as eighteen inches, which is close 
enough, this would make the ark 3 feet 
9 inches by 2 feet 3 inches by 2 feet 3 
inches—the size of a chest or trunk. 
The rings and staves indicate that it was 
to be carried by at least four men. It 
must be remembered that it was not 
solid gold, but gold-plated. 

The Kohathites, a subdivision of the 
tribe of Levi, were designated to carry 
the ark as well as other parts of the 
Tabernacle furniture (Num, 3:17, 29, 31; 
Deut. 10:8). Joshua commanded the 
priests to “take up the ark of the cove- 
nant, and pass over before the people. 
And they took up the ark of the cove- 
nant, and went before the people” 
(Josh, 3:6, 15-17). Further details con- 
cerning the carrying of the ark of the 
covenant by the priests are given in 2 
Chronicles 5:7-10; 1 Kings 8:8. 

“There was nothing in the ark save 
the two tables of stone, which Moses 
put there at Horeb, when the Lord made 
a covenant with the children of Israel, 
when they came out of the land of 
Egypt” (1 Kings 8:9). Aaron, the priest, 
was to sprinkle the blood of the goat 
of the sin offering on the mercy seat, 
which covered the ark, to make atone- 
ment for the people (Lev. 16:2, 15, 34). 
The priests were a type of Christ, our 
High Priest and Mediator, who bore the 
whole weight of the Law Himself, keep- 
ing it perfectly; and who, by His shed 
blood, protects from the penalty of the 
Law all who receive Him as Saviour. 
(See Rom. 10:4; Gal. 3:13; 1 Tim, 2:5; 
Heb, 9:11, 12; 4:14-16.) 
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ll. Oil in the Middle East 


Intimations in Bible prophecy of the mine of 


black gold found there today 


the secret of greatness: the nation 

that ruled the seas was the mis- 
tress of the world. But naval strength 
has not the same significance today, and 
supremacy is now based on the posses- 
sion not of ships but of oil. It has aptly 
been said that oil is the new black gold 
that controls the destiny of nations. 
Without oil the wheels of industry 
would stop, transport would come to 
a standstill, aircraft and ships would 
be useless for battle, and mechanized 
warfare would be impossible. Oil is 
vital to modern economy. It is not sur- 
prising, therefore, that for decades past 
there has been a struggle for oil con- 
cessions wherever that valuable mineral 
was located, from Mexico in the west 
to Iran and Iraq in the east. 

In the west there are tremendous re- 
sources in America, and stories that 
these resources are rapidly dwindling 
are without any foundation in fact. 
Improvements in the _ recoverability 
process, particularly through fluid in- 
jection into wells, mean that U.S.A. 
reserves (so far as the wells are con- 
cerned) can be regarded as about 300 
billion barrels. On the present total 
world production of 5 billion barrels a 
year, this supply alone would satisfy 
world needs for another 60 years. In 
addition, there are sufficient shale re- 
sources in the U.S.A. to produce another 
1,000 billion barrels. 


More Than Half the World’s Oil 


During the last 40 to 50 years, how- 
ever, the Middle East has become in- 
creasingly important as an oil-produc- 
ing region, and the American: Institute 
of Mining, Metallurgical and Petro- 
leum Engineering estimates that the 
Middle East has 68 per cent of the world 
reserves of oil. In a special report to 
the Congressional Joint Committee on 
Atomic Energy last year, Dr. Wallace 
E. Pratt went still farther and esti- 
mated the Middle East reserves at 75 
per cent of the total for the world. 
Last year the quantity actually pro- 
duced was roughly 25 per cent of the 
total world production, but it also 
“formed the major part of ‘the supplies 
received by Western Europe (80 per 
cent, so far as Britain was concerned). 
The royalties received by the countries 
concerned—namely, Bahrein, Iran, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia—total 
roughly a billion dollars a year and 
represent anything from 20 to 100 per 
cent of the country’s total governmental 
revenue. Apart from direct royalty 
payments, these countries have also 


A CENTURY ago naval power was 


A well-informed and keen observer 
of what is happening in the Near 
‘East, and a careful student of the 
Scriptures, Dr. Tatford has written 
exclusively for The Sunday School 
Times a series of six articles giving 
Bible light on recent events in that 
most interesting part of the world. 
His maps accompanying each article 
will help readers visualize the 
Scenes. Dr. Tatford is Director of 
Contracts of the United Kingdom 
Atomic Energy Authority; presi- 
dent of Moorlands Bible College, and 
author of several books, including 
“Prophecy’s Last Word,” on Revela- 
tion, and “The Climax of the Ages,” 
on Daniel. This is the second arti- 
cle in the series with four more to 
follow in succeeding issues. 








benefited from the employment of local 
labor, expenditure on local products, 
and investments in economic and other 
projects by the oil companies, 
Nonproducing companies, such as 
Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan, have also 
received income from pipelines running 
across their territory, while the tolls 
from oil tankers passing through the 
Suez Canal (until this year this repre- 
sented nearly 70 per cent of the total 
tonnage passing through the Canal) 
have bolstered up Egyptian economy. 


. 





By FREDERICK A. TATFORD, Litt.D., Th.D. 


In 1914 Britain held 75 per cent of 
Mosul_and Mesopotamia oil, and a few 
years later she obtained considerable 
concessions from Irag. A _ 1,200-mile 
pipeline, costing nearly $30 million, was 
built from Kirkuk in Iraq to Haifa, and 
Mosul oil flowed through Palestine to 
the Mediterranean coast. Russia suc- 
cessfully prevented Britain from secur- 
ing any concessions in Northern Iran, 
and Britain attempted to keep America 
out altogether. After the Abadan 
debacle, however, America acquired an 
interest in Iran and U.S.A. companies 
now own the largest share of Middle 
East oil concessions. 


Why the Germans Drove East 


Oil is the sinew of war and the Ger- 
man drive to the east in World War I 
was with one primary object—the seiz- 
ing of the oi] fields of the Middle East, 
Similarly, before Russia enters into an 
armed conflict with other powers, there 
is little doubt that she will first move 
into the oil-producing countries and 
take control of them. It is interesting 
to note, however, that despite her en- 
deavors to prevent Western Europe 
from obtaining oil, she has left the oil 
fields pf northern Iran unexploited— 
possibly because of the very great dif- 
ficulties of transportation, 

When supplies to Britain were threat- 
ened both by Russia and by Colonel 
Nasser’s activities, an attempt was made 
to build up the power of Iraq (one of 
Britain's largest oil suppliers). Iraq, of 
course, occupies the same territory as 
did Assyria in Old Testament days. In 
Isaiah 28:18 God refers to the Assyrian 
as an “overflowing scourge” and in 
Isaiah 10:5, 6 as the rod of His anger 
and states His intention of using As- 
syria for the punishment of His own 
people. Assyria was always the enemy 
of Israel and the ten tribes were car- 
ried away into servitude by Assyria. 
There is good reason for assuming that 
“the Assyrian” of Isaiah, Micah, and 
Joel, the “little horn” and the “king 
of fierce countenance” of Daniel 8:9, 
23-25, and “the king of the north” of 
Daniel 11:40-45 are identical. Proph- 
ecy suggests that there will be a league 
of nations to the north of Israel under 
the leadership of Assyria—presumably 
embracing the present Lebanon, Syria, 
and Iraq; and that a northern army will 
invade Israel, capture Jerusalem, and 
lay it in heaps (Psa. 79), and proceed 
to plunder Egypt (Dan. 11:42, 43). Ap- 
parently British foreign policy will bear 
bloody fruit in a future day. 

It is known that the Sinai Peninsula 





- 


764 (4) 


has vast untapped mineral and oil re- 
sources and it is possible that the As- 
syrian drive southward will be toward 
the Sinaitic oil fields. There are now 
twelve wells in operation in Israel at 


Heletz, five miles from Ashkelon, and 


there is a likelihood of wells at other 
centers coming into production in the 
not too distant future. There were in- 
dications, even in Roman days, that oil 
was known to be in the vicinity of the 
Dead Sea. Mark Antony gave the Dead 
Sea to Cleopatra because of its asphalt, 
which was sold to Egypt to waterproof 
buildings and mummy cases. Ten years 
ago, oil was discovered near the Dead 
Sea but it still awaits full exploitation. 
These treasures may well attract covet- 
ous eyes in the near future. Israel] is 
still hoping that it will be possible to 
bring in five million tons of oil a year 


_ at Elath through the Gulf of Aqaba 


and to carry it by a 32-inch pipeline 
to Haifa to refine and export to Europe. 

It is remarkable that, at a day when 
the value of mineral oil was completely 
unknown, God foretold its presence in 
Palestine. In Moses’ song, not long be- 
fore his death, he declared that God 
had made His people “to suck honey 
out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty 
rock” (Deut. 32:13). The significance 
of these words was not realized until 
recently. Lange, for example, suggests 
as an explanation of Moses’ words that 
“olive trees are found in the most un- 
productive places,” and Adam Clarke 
says, “even the tops of the rocks afford 
sufficient support for olive trees, from 
the fruit of which they should extract 
oil in abundance.” But the reference 
to “flinty rock” leaves no doubt that 
the oil in question is mineral and not 
vegetable oil. In other words, Jewish 
economy will find a very substantial 











support from oil production in a com- 
ing day. Moses’ prophecy concerning 
Asher (Deut, 33:24) has a fresh signifi- 
cance when it is appreciated that there 
is a strong possibility of oil being dis- 
covered in the north—in Asher’s ter- 
ritory. 

In the ancient Book of Job there is 
another reference, when Job says that, 
in the days of his prosperity, “the rock 
poured me out rivers of oil” (Job 29:6). 
The language was, in any case, figura- 
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tive, and the patriarch may have meant 
merely that his ways were in ease and 
comfort. Ewald sees nothing more in 
the phrase than the picture of “a hard 
rock by his side pouring streams of oil 
along his way.” Job, however, lived 
in the land of Uz, the exact location 
of which is not certain, but which, it 
is thought, was either in eastern Arabia 
or in the Sinai Peninsula. In both 
places there is a strong probability that 
petroleum is present and the patriarch’s 
words may well have had a significance 
of which he was unaware. 

Since oil plays such a vital part in 
the world’s economy, there is reason for 
assuming that the future commercial 
prosperity of Israel and Arabia is hinted 
at in the Scriptures quoted. But fur- 
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ther light is given by Hosea, who states 
that Ephraim (i.e., the northern king- 
dom of Israel) will.make a covenant 
with Assyria (i.e., Iraq)— evidently a 
trade agreement for the purpose of 
carrying oil into Egypt. As a result 
of some dishonest behavior on the part 
of Israel, however, the wells will fail 
(presumably through enemy action), 
and Iraq will smash the Israeli plant 
and refineries (Hos, 12:1, 7, 8, 13, 15). 
The connection with the prophecies of 
Isaiah and Daniel is obvious. The 
northern forces will drive southward 
because of oil troubles, and the military 
and commercial developments of the 
future seem to have been clearly in- 
dicated centuries ago in God’s Word. 


(To be continued) 


VI. Shall We Preach Law, or Grace? 


Is there an unbalanced teaching of these two important truths in our churches today? 


LL agree that through the Law is 

the knowledge of sin. All agree, 
therefore, that conviction of sin comes 
through just one thing, coming face to 
face with God’s Law. If that is so, it 
would seem to follow inevitably that the 
Law should be preached for this very 
purpose of bringing conviction of sin— 
to sinners who need to be saved, and 
also to saints who need to grow in 
grace. 

The modern misconception of God’s 
Law and its relation to grace is partly 
responsible for the almost universal ab- 
sence, in the church and outside the 
church, of any conviction of sin, and 
the almost universal absence -of any 
terror at the Law of God or at the dan- 
ger of hell. Young people in funda- 
mentalist circles today are growing up 
with the idea that the message they 
are to preach is the message of grace. 
Is the Law then against the promises 
of God? Is the preaching of grace 
something that cannot be joined to the 
preaching of Law? The answer is that 
the truth is just the opposite of this, 
There can be no understanding of the 
meaning of grace, without the under- 
standing of God’s Law. We have seen 
that sin is nothing other than disobey- 
ing God’s Law. God’s Law has de- 
clared not only what is right to do, but 
has also declared the fearful penalty 
of death upon those who fail to do it. 
Only when a man has learned this, can 
he either understand grace, or desire 
that there should be such a thing as 
the grace of God to deliver him from 
sin, 

The superficia] character of the Chris- 
tian lives, even of the most earne&St 
young people in our generation, is 
partly the result of this unbalanced and 
unhealthy teaching as to the relation 
between Law and grace. 


By the late ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 


Must we choose, then between preach- 
ing Law or preaching gracé? The an- 
swer to this is vividly illustrated in the 
experience of a wonderfully blessed 
evangelist years ago. I do not have be- 
fore me the written record of this ex- 
perience, but the outstanding facts re- 
main clear in my mind. This evangelist 
had just completed a mission in a city 
in Germany. There was a mighty out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. Souls were 
saved. Night after night, the church 
was crowded. They learned in a new 
way the meaning of salvation by grace 
through faith. The Christians were edi- 
fied and filled with the Spirit, and many 
sinners came to the Lord. 

With a happy heart the evangelist 
went on to his next appointment, in 
Russia. He came to the opening meet- 
ing and found the church well filled. 
He preached earnestly the same won- 
derful truths that he had presented 
in the city in Germany. There was a 
Strange apathy. The words seemed 
not to take hold. He went away with 
a heavy heart. The next night not so 
many people were there. He preached 
again and met the same listlessness, 
This continued for two or three nights, 
and the evangelist’ came before the 
Lord and asked Him what was wrong. 
He searched his own heart and did not 


know of anything that was displeasing 


to the Lord. As he prayed and searched 
the Word, he began reading in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. Somehow his at- 
tention was caught and he was so 
blessed by the reading that he turned 
from the sermon he was to give and 
began to preach on the Sermon on the 
Mount, There was an electric charge 
in his audience, which night by night 
had dwindled. The people sat up and 
listened eagerly. The crowd began to 
grow. Night after night he unfolded 








me -. ££» Me Oe oe 


ya wD A i me A wt ee Mm Tet eee Oe 


ao az woowmonowJeownmimpAMAm7 ome Af ot fa SS 


ees 24 


s 











57 


ites 
ng- 
ant 
- 

of 
sult 
art 
fail 
n), 
ant 
5). 

of 
The 
ard 
ary 
the 
in- 


it- 


BORe O90 Aaa0 


Lesson for October 20 


to them the meaning of the Sermon on 
the Mount, applying the truth to their 
own lives. After several nights there 
was deep conviction evident. Men and 
women were in tears. During the sec- 
ond week'a revival broke out in mighty 
power. 

As he studied these experiences, it 
became clear to the evangelist what 
had happened. In the city in Germany, 
the church members had had the Law 
preached to them all of their lives. 
When he began to preach the grace of 
Christ, it was like refreshing waters 
for thirsty souls. They had never heard 
these messages of grace. They were 
well instructed in the Law of God. The 
earnest ones were eagerly seeking to, 
keep the Law of God. This experience 
would indicate that the message needed 
is the message of God’s grace, the mes- 
sage that what men must do is to ac- 
cept Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

In the town in Russia, on the other 
hand, the ehurch members had heard 
nothing but grace all their lives. The 
evangelist preached the same truth and 
the same sermons. Not only were they 
an old story to these churchgoers in 
the Russian town, but there was no 
hook in the message. Had they not 
believed in Christ? They were indeed 
orthodox. They knew all about the 
grace of the Lord. When the Spirit of 
God turned the evangelist toward the 
Sermon on the Mount, and he began to 
preach the Law of God from those mes- 
sages of Christ, the Holy Spirit began 
to work in the hearts of those people. 
Through that Law and through those 
commandments came the knowledge of 
sin. They were convicted as they saw 
a picture of their own hearts. Perhaps, 
at first, they did not know just what 
was happening. But they came eagerly 
to the meetings until the teaching of 
the Law of God had performed its 
work. Then were they ready for the 
message of grace. Rather, they were 
then ready to see what the teaching of 
grace, which they well knew, had to do 
with their own lives. 

There is no question that what is 
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needed in all of our churches today is 
the preaching of God’s Law. This does 
not mean that it should be preached in 
a dry and dreary way. Far from it; 
it should be preached so that the dis- 
honest men and women in the congre- 
gation, the young people who are cheat- 
ing in high school or in college, the 
young and old who are taking part in 
unchaste worldly amusements, men and 
women who are unfaithful to their wives 
or husbands will be coming face to 
face with a holy God and the terrific 
judgments of God on the sins that they 
are committing. We all know well that, 
in one respect, all real revivals sent 
from Heaven are the same. They be- 
gin in prayer, but the first evidence of 
the revival is conviction and confession 
of sin. This is what self-righteous 
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America needs. This is what a self- 
righteous church needs, fundamentalist 
as well as modernistic, 

The answer then to the question, 
“Shall we preach Law or shall we 
preach grace?” is that we should preach 
the Word. There in God’s Word we 
have Law and grace rightly related. 
Then the Holy Spirit will guide as to 
whether this or that particular emphasis 
is needed in this or that place, or in 
this or that sermon, 

The fact is, of course, that a Chris- 
tian preacher cannot preach Law with- 
out giving God’s remedy for sin; nor 
can the faithful preacher preach grace 
without going by what grace means and 
why grace is needed. In that he must 
reveal the Law. 

(To be continued) 


Our Impeded Sunday Schools 


Stumbling blocks that adults put in the way of God's little ones 


as | ’M GLAD I have only a couple more 
weeks in your class. You're too 
strict!” Davie exclaimed. 

Davie really threw a bombshell that 
day, but I explained to him that Sum 
day school was the most important hour 
in my week, I wanted it to be the most 
fruitful hour of his week, and to achieve 
that goa] I had to have his attention. 
In those days, the age limit for my 
Junior class was thirteen, and experi- 
ence had taught me that boys of Davie’s 
age were doing more reasoning than 
many adults give them credit for. 

I spent Sunday afternoon in prayer 
and deep study—my ministry to one 
boy was a failure! Perhaps I should 
be more lenient. But an hour a week 
was so little; all of spiritual and eter- 
nal realities had to be crammed into it. 
And, checking over my _ teaching 
methods, I knew I was being practical 
and speaking in everyday terms and 
similarities they understood. 

Promotion day was only three weeks 
away, and the dread of that hour hung 
over me. It arrived, of course, and I 
gave Davie his certificate. He looked 
up at me and said, “I’m not leaving. I 
want to stay in your class.” 

My eyes smarted with tears, and a 
lump rose in my throat. He remained 
an extra year (most attentive and co- 
operative pupil I had) until he was a 
head taller than the other boys, and, 
feeling conspicuous, he was ready for 
promotion. So, there was a time that 
Davie disliked Sunday school and me, 
but he realized, after some considera- 
tion, that Sunday school was a good 
place to be. 

In many instances the cause of a 
child’s dislike for Sunday. school is to 
be found outside the classroom. There 
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are children who attend primarily be- 
cause Father or Mother compels them, 
and they may dislike it, particularly 
if parents do not accompany them. 
Children are great mimics. They want 
to follow the adult, and, in Davie’s case, 
neither of his parents attended Sunday 
school or church. 

The American adult has made Sun- 
day a play day, and the children natu- 
rally want to be just as indifferent and 
playful as their elders. When Father 
and Mother are at home preparing for 
a picnic, it is impossible for the child 
to keep his mind on the lesson, and 
very difficult, too, to keep from telling 
Harry, Joe, and Bobby all about his 
plans, Whose fault is it then that the 
teacher finds it necessary, several times 
in the class period, to pause so a child 
will stop talking and finally to ask him 
to pay attention? The lad feels he is 
being penalized in Sunday school when 
he could be at home getting his base- 
ball, glove, and bat in the car, and help- 
ing to prepare for the picnic. In fact, 
since his teacher does not join in with 
his jubilation, he may be considering 
him a kill-joy. 

My pupils are red-blooded boys, jusi 
as playful as any others. Tom, for ex- 
ample, is in Sunday school, and he 
knows that Jimmy, Billy, and Larry— 
who do not attend—are playing ball 
or fishing. Their parents have worked 
hard all week. “Why get up early on 
Sunday morning, prepare breakfast, 
and scrub the children up for Sunday 
school? They don’t have to be dressed 
up to play, and we can rest,” they think. 

An honest confession will do me good 
right here. I have said, “Boys, you 
must listen when you are in public 
schools; surely you should pay atten- 
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tion in Sunday school.” That sounds 
reasonable enough, but it is not the way 
they view the situation. Monday 
through Friday they and all their friends 
are in school, but on Sunday many of 
their friends are playing while they are 
studying. What do you think? Which 
is more appealing to a live-wire boy? 

And when children are dismissed 
from Sunday school, they can see adults 
leaving. They think, “So the older 
folks had all they can stand, too?” The 
Sunday school teacher needs the co- 
operation of every American adult to 
restore Sunday to a holy day instead 
of a holiday. 

Many children are allowed to do much 
as they please. They do not know 
what it is to feel the rod. It is not 
unusual for a child of Junior age to 
talk back and “sass” his parents. In 
Sunday school he is taught to listen and 
obey; the restriction is intolerable, and 
he wants to quit. Can’t blame the child 
for this failure on the part of parents, 
either. 

A great effort is needed to clear 
putrid magazines from the newsstands 
and to clean up juvenile TV programs. 
Parents should check on their children’s 
reading and viewing habits. Some of 
my boys come into Sunday school filled 
with remembrances of violence they 
have seen on TV. How do I know? 
Because they realize that their com- 
ments and contributions are welcome in 
our class, and when a word or state- 
ment recalls something they have seen, 
they feel free to tell it. Yes, I know 
some of the things my boys see on TV. 
That cannot be blamed on the pupil, 
the teacher, or the Sunday school. 

But many boys’ parents are church 
members, and here is something some 
boys and girls cannot understand. They 
would put it this way: “Sunday school 
is part of the church. Now, if Sunday 
school is good for me, why don’t Dad 
and Mother attend Sunday night and 
Wednesday night prayer meeting? And 
why doesn’t the church have. Sunday 
night meetings during the summer?” 

You think children don’t reason like 
that? There are remarks being made 
today that indicate that children know 
as much about some of these subjects 
as their parents. We must awaken to 
the fact that children are able to think 
clearly—perhaps more clearly than do 
some adults. And the adult who says 
by his actions, “I want just so much 
religion and no more,” communicates 
that to the children. 

Children, of course, are the first to 
notice a lack of teachers. Sometimes 
when teacher is unavoidably absent, 
they notice it is difficult to get a sub- 
stitute. And, if the superintendent has 
been unable to secure a regular assist- 
ant teacher, they know that. Children 
know that they can be trying. Never- 
theless, it is not flattering, to say the 
least, to sit there waiting for a teacher, 
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feeling that no one wants them. They 
think, “If salvation is so real, why don’t 
more people want to tell us about it?” 
And here is a question every parent, 
every Christian should consider, if he 
has refused to become a teacher. 

We teach children that it is wrong 
to smoke. A friend’s ten-year-old son 
asked, “Daddy, why don’t you smoke? 
Mr. Johnson does.” 

Why didn’t the lad ask, “Why does 
Mr, Johnson smoke? You don’t, Daddy.” 

It is an indication of the attitude of 
this modern age—“everybody else does, 
why don’t you?” and “just look at all 
the TV programs cigarette companies 
sponsor. Surely Sunday school is a 
back number. It’s outdated.” Many 
adults decry juvenile tendencies, but 
they do not intend to set an example, 

A certain town’s leading citizens met 
to discuss alcoholism and the fact that 
it had been a factor in a majority of 
the court cases. An unconverted man 
read the article published in the local 
newspaper. He asked me why, if they 
were sincere, they met in a heavily-cur- 
tained dining establishment which also 
serves cocktails, and the like. It was 
a good question, but the answer was in 
the article—“The committee will not take 
a stand on the wet-dry issue... .” You 
see, they had met only for discussion. 
Setting an example did not enter the 
picture. . 

To much of adult America, the only 
thing wrong with liquor is that some 
people cannot “hold it.” The cigarette 
and liquor companies take advantage 
of public indifference and feel they can, 
with impunity, beam their advertising 
more and more to our youth, with the 
result, as I said, that children think 
earnest Christians are outdated in their 
teaching. 

All of this is not to imply that Sun- 
day schools and Sunday school teachers 
are perfect. On the contrary, some sta- 
tistics would lead us to believe we are 
not doing as well as years ago. Time 
was that the child brought up in Sun- 
day school would not be brought up in 
court. But now, we must face the fact 
that some of our children are being 
brought into courts. While adult de- 
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linquency has a large share in this turn 
of events, we need to re-evaluate our 
teachings. 

The teacher must have a positive as- 
surance that the Bible is the infallible 
Word of God, a positive experience of 
conversion, and a positive belief in the 
power of the Gospel. I do not know 
why a pupil would have confidence in 
me and my church, if I could not tell 
him that God, who created the world, 
had power enough to preserve His 
Word. It surely would be sounding 
brass and a tinkling cymbal were I to 
tell him that Jesus saves and satisfies, 
if I were not converted. And, if I 
doubt that God can take even alcoholics, 
and did take an alcoholic friend of mine, 
and make zealous Sunday school teach- 
ers of them, how can I tell my pupils 
of the power of the Gospel? Surely 
we need a better knowledge of Bible 
geography and ancient customs, but we 
ourselves must know God. As all the 
little Davies look at us, they don’t re- 
quire perfection, but they do expect 
consistency. 

Around the world thousands of Sun- 
day schoo] teachers are trusting in God 
and doing what they can. We are pro- 
claiming a positive message: that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners, that we can approach Him in re- 
pentance, confession, and faith, and that 
He has promised, “Him that cometh to 
me, I will in no wise cast out.” We are 
endeavoring to lead our children into 
a definite knowledge of salvation at the 
earliest possible age. We realize that 
conversion will give them an incentive 
to stay in Sunday school and join the 
church, 

Sunday school teachers are not de- 
spondent; we are not in retreat. How- 
ever, we face the fact that the Sunday 
school of itself cannot save this genera- 
tion. We admit that we cannot, in one 
hour, furnish an antidote for the poisons 
that children imbibe during the rest of 
the week. But, if adult America will 
co-operate with us in our God-given 
task, the Sunday schools of this nation, 
under God, can lead in a revival such 
as we have never known, 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA, 


A Look at the Grading Problem 


Must the marked advantages of uniform lessons 
be relinquished in order to grade efficiently? 


UCH has been said and written 

concerning the grading of Sun- 
day school lessons for the various age 
groups. Along with this discussion has 
come the feeling among some that grad- 
ing calls for different portions of the 
Bible to be taught to different age 
groups. To those who recognize the 
obvious advantages af the use of uni- 
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form lessons throughout the school, this 
has presented a problem. 

A careful consideration of the sub- 
ject of grading, including observance 
of what the public schools are doing, 
will erase the problem and help us to 
do a far better job of teaching the whole 
counsel of God to all in our Sunday 
schools, whatever their age, 
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First, a definition. Grading is divid- 
ing pupils into groups according to age 
or learning ability, in order that a maxi- 
mum amount of teaching may be done. 
A first grader will learn in an adult 
class, but not the maximum amount 
possible in a given length of time, be- 
cause of his limited vocabulary and ex- 
perience. 

It is interesting to observe how grad- 
ing is done in the public schools. The 
child begins to learn to readpin the first 
grade and, from then on, his reading 
lessons become increasingly difficult. 
Writing is taught along with reading. 
Formal instruction in arithmetic begins 
somewhere in the early grades and pro- 
gresses from simple addition and sub- 
traction to more and more difficult 
work. Classes in the three R’s must 
of necessity be closely graded, for each 
new bit of learning depends on ,what 
has gone before. 


The Example of the Public School 


Now this grading is a simple matter, 
for the law requires that a child begin 
school at a certain age. Picture though, 
if- you will, a public school in which 
the children attend as irregularly as in 
the Sunday school, and in which we 
enroll the pupils at any age, whenever 
we can get them in. The seven-year- 
old, or twelve-year-old, or fifteen-year- 
old, who has had no previous education, 
would each have to begin with the 
fundamentals of reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. But we would hardly want 
to give that husky fifteen-year-old boy 
his first reading lessons from the book 
about Dick and Jane and their six- 
year-old amusements. We would run 
into the problem of grading—not the 
subject matter, for the same sight read- 
ing and the same phonics must be 
learned at any age—but the manner of 
presenting the subject matter, 

There are fundamentals in Christian 
teaching, too, namely, “the gospel ... 
that Christ died for our sins according 
to the scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 
15:1-4). The fundamental] truths of the 
Gospel must be the beginning point for 
every person who enters the Sunday 
school, whatever his age. We cannot 
grade the subject matter, for the Gos- 
pel is the same for all. The Primary 
child is not saved by trying to please 
Jesus and the Junior child by accepting 
Him as Saviour. We can only grade 
our manner of making plain this won- 
derful message to the child. 

Now, of course, it would be?! ideal if 
every child could be given the funda- 
mentals of the Gospel during Beginner 
and Primary years, just as he is given 
the fundamentals of the three R’s early 
in his public education. But we must 
face the fact that comparatively few 
of the children in America are attend- 
ing a Bible-believing Sunday school at 
all regularly. To any Sunday school 
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worthy of the name there is the con- 
stant challenge of getting “the gospel 
to every creature,” whatever his age. 

There are subjects in the public school 
that do not have a definite beginning 
point like the three R’s. History, for 
instance—a child’s first history lesson 
may be the story of the Pilgrims. Or 
it could be a story of the American 
Indians, or of Abraham Lincoln. In 
any case, a child is apt to get his first 
history lesson in the first grade, or even 
in kindergarten, presented in a manner 
comprehensible to so young a child. 
Later on, in grade school, and again in 
high school, he will likely study the 
same subject matter, presented differ- 
ently. No one has attempted to say 
dogmatically that history, or geography, 
or music, or science can be divided up 
into portions that belong only to cer- 
tain grades and left there. 

Neither can we say that the Bible 
can be divided up into portions that 
belong to certain grades, especially in 
the light of what the Scripture itself 
has to say. The instructions to Israel 
in Deuteronomy 6 obviously refer to 
all of the Word of God that was then 
given and was to be taught to all of 
the children. In, 2 Timothy 3:16 we 
read that all Scripture is profitable for 


, a number of things, with not the slight- 


est hint that any particular portion is 
more profitable for any certain age 
group, ; 

Often I have had the privilege of 
teaching groups of children who have 
had no previous teaching of the Word. 
Sometimes I began with Genesis, and 
discovered how wonderfully that Book 
unfolds the Gospel message to those 
of any age group, and then adds a 
wealth of teaching for the Christian 
life. Other times, I started with the 
Gospel of John, and found that, too, 
was suitable for any grade. I have 
worked in Vacation Bible Schools where 
we gave a bird's-eye view of the Bible 
and dispensational teaching to children 
in all grades. The presentation for the 
Beginners was quite different from that 
for the junior high pupils, but all 
learned from the same Scriptures of 
the wonderful grace of God manifested 
in all ages. There is not a portion of 
the Word of God that I would hesitate 
to teach to any given age group. 


Adapting a Christmas Lesson 


The article on “The Genealogy of 
Israel’s Messiah,” in the December 8, 
1956, issue of THE SunpDAy SCHOOL TIMEs, 
was’ excellent for a Christmas lesson for 
the young married people’s class, com- 
plete with a diagram to be used on the 
flannel board. The same Scriptures and 
the same diagram, with a different 
presentation, so that even the six-year- 
old could understand, were used for the 
children in our home on Christmas Eve. 

“But we surely cannot teach doctrine 
to little. children!” some have said. 
Upon discussing the matter, I have 
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found that invariably this statement has 
been prompted by a misconception of 
the meaning of the word. Actually, 
doctrine is “that which is set forth for 
acceptance or belief,” according to the 
dictionary. We can do no rea] teaching 
of the Word unless we teach doctrine 
to young and old alike. 

Very young children have no real 
conception of time. But that is no rea- 
son for supposing that we cannot give 
them consecutive Bible lessons. A mis- 
sionary from Africa spoke of the diffi- 
culties of teaching the native adults. 
“They have no idea of the time ele- 
ment,” he said. “We cannot get it 
across to them that certain things hap- 
pened many years before Christ came 
to earth, nor when in the process of 
time He died for our sins.” 

“How about the children?” we asked. 
“Can they grasp it?” 

“Oh, yes,” he answered, “those whom 
we teach as children understand it as 
well as we do.” 

This simply goes to prove that the 
way people get a concept of time is by 
being taught, and that teaching delayed 
too long is ineffectual. The earlier we 
give our children consecutive Bible 
lessons, the earlier we are giving them 
a start in understanding Bible chronol- 
ogy, which plays so great a part in our 
understanding of the Word. 


Grading the Presentation 

Recognizing that we cannot grade 
subject matter, but that it is certainly 
the part of wisdom to grade our man- 
ner of presenting that subject matter, 
we come to the question of how closely 
this grading shall be done. With no 
grading at all, all age groups would 
be taught in one class. Carrying grad- 
ing to its ultimate we would have a 
situation similar to that in schools of 
generations past where each pupil read 
individually to the teacher from his 
own reader. Between these two ex- 
tremes are any number of possibilities. 

Emphasizing the differences between 
individuals leads us to very close grad- 
ing. Consideration of the alikeness of 
individuals, which is more often over- 
looked, allows a wide age spread in 
classes. Looking again at the public 
schools, both have been used success- 
fully. During my school-teaching days, 
I had the privilege of experimenting 
along this line. I handled an “arith- 
metic hour,” during which pupils from 
grades 3 to 8 worked individually, at 
their own rate of speed, the closest 
grading possible. The pupils did splen- 
didly. On the other hand, I often taught 
two grades in a class, and frequently 
three or four. Then when I had subject 
matter that was new to the entire 
group, I taught all eight grades in one 
class, and here, too, with splendid re- 
sults. 
* The “arithmetic hour” reminds me of 
the individual attention every child in 
every Sunday school class ought to 
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have. Actually I had all my third to 
eighth grade pupils in one class, but 
each one was getting help as needed 
in a fundamental subject. Every 
teacher should be alert to the needs of 
each individual, and it is surely per- 
missible to use class time to help a 
child who needs salvation or assurance 
of salvation. 

When I taught eight grades in one 
group, I was not trying to teach accord- 
ing to the interests of my pupils, for 
they were many and varied. Instead 
I gained their interest in a subject that 
was already fascinatingly interesting to 
me. For instance, because I enjoyed 
art work and believed that every one 
of my pupils could make something 
pretty if I showed them how, I had no 
trouble in enlisting their attention and 
accomplishing my purpose, 

How much more beautiful is our won- 
derful Lord than any beauties of art 
man can produce! “Yea, he is alto- 
gether lovely” (Song of Sol. 5:16), as 
revealed in the pages of the Word. 
Teacher, is this lesson you are to teach 
fascinatingly interesting to you? Have 
you been thrilled anew with the won- 
derful love and grace of God as you 
studied this lesson, and do you believe 
that it holds something of vital im- 
portance for your pupils? 

If so, you need not worry about the 
varied pupil interests. If your school is 
small, you can do the practical thing 
and put several grades in one class, Or 
you can grade more closely, according 
to the size of the school. 

In any case, you need not forego the 
advantages of using uniform lessons. 
Not the least of these advantages is 
that all members of a family can be 
studying the same Sunday school les- 
son. The world has gotten far away 
from real family life; in the Christian 
home it ought not so to be, and cer- 
tainly there is no greater help in the 
strengthening of family ties than the 
study of the Word together. 


WISCONSIN RapPips, WIs. 
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Two Great Christian Writers 
(Continued from second page) 
with flesh and spirit fighting against 
each other. They held that everything 
physical was evil. This is very far 
from the teaching of true Christianity, 
which uses the term “flesh” to mean 
the sinful, selfish desires of the individ- 
ual, not simply that which is physical. 
Paul calls on Christians to offer their 
bodies to the Lord as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable (Rom. 12:1, 2). 
Everything. physical is good, if conse- 
crated to the Lord and used for His 
glory. It is not the physical that is 
wrong, but the misuse of the physical. 
Augustine challenged the leader of 
the Manichaean congregation to a de- 
bate. Many expected him easily to 
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Overcome this young assistant minister, 
and his ‘congregation eagerly gathered 
to hear Augustine bested. However, 
Augustine was thoroughly familiar with 
the Manichaean teaching and also with 
the Bible, and was easily able to show 
the greater truth and superior value of 
the Biblical teaching. Not only did the 
Manichaeans cease to draw people from 
the Christian church, but the Christian 
church soon began to receive accessions 
from the Manichaeans. 

In the midst of a busy pastoral life 
Augustine found time to take up all the 
burning problems of his day and to deal 
with them extensively in writing. A 
large sect called the Donatists had 
churches all over North Africa. Augus- 
tine frequently met their leaders in 
public debate, discussing at great length 
the differences between their views and 
those of his own people. Generally he 
took two secretaries with him, so as to 
keep a record of what he said. 

In the year 410, Rome was attacked 
by barbarians and pillaged for ten days. 
This was the first time in seven hun- 
dred years that the city of Rome had 
been taken by an army of outsiders. 
The wreck of the former mistress of the 
world made a great impression. Thou- 
sands of refugees from Rome fled to 
North Africa and everyone heard of the 
sufferings and misery of the fallen city. 
Pagans began to say that this was be- 
cause the people had turned to Chris- 
tianity, and to blame all their woes on 
this defection from the ancient gods. 
Augustine wrote a book to show that 
Rome had represented the earthly city 
with its power built upon oppression 
and cruelty, but that God is building 
a heavenly city made up of those who 
become new creatures through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. His great work, “The 
City of God,” on which he labored for 
twelve years, was one of the molding 
influences of the Middle Ages. 

Unfortunately, this book has worked 
in two ways. On the one hand, the 
stress on the spiritual values of Chris- 
tianity and the importance of following 
Christ rather than seeking earthly power 
has been a great help in the thinking 
of Christians ever since that time. On 
the other hand, the very name of the 
book, and the‘comparison of old Rome, 
the oppressor, with the new spiritual 
City of God, through superficial think- 
ing on the part of many people, helped 
in the establishment of the idea of a 
spiritual control to come from ecclesias- 
tical Rome, which would eventually 
dominate the entire world. 

It is safe to say that no such thought 
as this was in Augustine’s mind. In 
one of his great controversies—that 
with Pelagius—he wrote the Bishop of 
Rome to ask his agreement with his 
condemnation of Pelagius’ unchristian 
views. Receiving favorable answer, he 
read it to his congregation and declared 
that the voice of this learned Bishop 
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of Rome should help men to see the 
folly of Pelagius’ views. However, even 
before he received the letter, the Bishop 
of Rome had died and a new man had 
been elected to succeed him. This new 
Bishop of Rome completely reversed 
the opinion of his predecessor, and wrote 
a letter to the North African Church 
declaring that they should not oppose 
the teaching of Pelagius and his fol- 
lowers. Augustine indignantly declared 
that the Bishop of Rome was utterly 
mistaken, and that Pelagius’ teachings 
were actually outside the pale of Chris- 
tianity. The whole North African 
Church agreed with him, and so many 
of the Christians in Italy saw the truth 
of Augustine’s view that eventually 
the Bishop of Rome retracted his pre- 
vious opinions and accepted those which 
Augustine presented, 

Thig controversy with Pelagius was 
one of the outstanding events of Au- 
gustine’s career. Pelagius put a desir- 
able stress on the importance of good 
human character and lofty ethics. How- 
ever, he carried this to the point of 
making the grace of God a mere ad- 
junct or help to a man in living a good 
life. Augustine saw the great danger 
of this sort of teaching and empha- 
sized as the central feature of Chris- 
tianity the fact that man, apart from 
the grace of God, is utterly lost and 
there is nothing he can do to save him- 
self. Augustine greatly stressed the 
grace of God and the necessity of the 
action of the Holy Spirit in order that 
anyone can be saved from sin. The 
Augustine teaching was later advanced 
and re-emphasized by both Martin 
Luther and John Calvin, both of whom 
are often called “Augustinians.” 

During a long and successful career 
Augustine carried on the work of the 
church in the little town of Hippo, but 
through his writings and his preaching 
he made his influence felt throughout 
the Roman Empire. On his deathbed 
he devoted himself to going over his 
many works and changing anything in 
them, which, in the light of later study, 
he thought deserved to be corrected, or 
where he thought that the expressions 
could be misunderstood and could lead 
to wrong views of the Scripture. These 
so-called “retractions” showed the de- 
sire of this godly man to serve the 
Lord effectively. In the last days of 
his life, Augustine lay on his deathbed 
with the penitential Psalms written in 
large letters on the wall of the room 
where he could constantly read them 
over and declare anew to the Lord his 
belief that nothing that he had done 
was worthy of God’s praise, and that 
he trusted to the wonderful grace of 
Christ, and to nothing else, for his 
salvation. 





Chrysostom is quite a different char- 
acter. from Augustine. His real name 


(Continued on page 780) 
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LESSON 3. OCTOBER 20. THE CHRISTIAN MINISTER 


1 Corinthians 9; printed text, verses 1, 2, 13-23, 26, 27 


Golden Text.—How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?—Rom. 10:14 


Tue KInGc JAMES VERSION 
1 Cor, 9:1 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not 
seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? 
2 If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to 
you: for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord. 


13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy 
things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait 
at the altar are partakers with the altar? 

14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach 
the gospel should live of the gospel. 

15 But I have used none of these things: neither have I 
written these things, that it should be so done unto me: 
for it were better for me to die, than that any man should 
make my glorying void. 

16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory 
of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I 
preach not the gospel! 

17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but 
if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed 
unto me. 

18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach 
the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, 
that I abuse not my power in the gospel. 


19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made 
myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 

20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might 
gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under 
the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; 

21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being 
not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that 
I might gain them that are withouf law. 

22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the 
weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all 
means save some. 

23 And this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I might be 
partaker thereof with you, 

26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not 
as one that beateth the air: 

27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjec- 
tion: lest that by any means, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a castaway. 


Lessons based on Internatiorfal Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D:D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
Tee chapter divisions, which are 
not part of the original autographs 
of the Bible, are generally useful, 
but are sometimes unfortunate and a 
bit misleading. Our lesson portion is 
a case in point. The Apostle Paul’s 
question, “Am I not an apostle?” would 
indeed suggest that he is breaking into 
a new theme from that dealt with in 
1 Corinthians 8, and this doubtless in- 
duced the preparer of the chapter divi- 
sions to make a new chapter here. The 
result is a heightening of the suggestion 
of 4 new theme, making it all the more 
difficult for us to realize that what the 
apostle is really doing is to show how 
he consistently acts in keeping with the 
principle laid down for the Corinthians 
in chapter 8. 

The original question was eating meat 
offered to idols (8:1), and to this par- 
ticular item the apostle returns in 10:19, 
but meantime he shows that much more 
is involved in the question, and it is 
with the larger application, as prac- 
ticed in his own life, that he deals in 
chapter 9, 


Verse by Verse ; 
1 Cor, 9:1—“*Am I not an apostle? 
-. + seen Jesus Christ our Lord... ?” 


In intreducing the question of his apos- 
tleship, Paul is illustrating the principle 
enunciated in 8:13 by reference to him- 
self. He saw the Lord Jesus the day 
of his conversion (Acts 9:5; 1 Cor. 15:8). 


Verse 2.—“. . .anapostle ...toyou.. .” 
His appeal in support of his apostleship 
is to the work which he had done among 
the Corinthians, which they ought to 
recognize as apostolic work. 

Verse 13.—“, . . they which minister 
about holy things live . . . of the tem- 
ple? ... partakers with the altar?” This 
was true of the Levites and the priests 
in Israel, but it was equally true of the 
priests in heathen worship, so this state- 
ment would have an appeal to both 
Jews and Gentiles. 


Verse 14—‘“. . . Ordained that they 
which preach the gospel should live 
Of the gospel.” Although the method 
of support under the Gospel is different 
from that under the Law, the principle 
is the same. Notice that such support 
is divinely ordained, 


Verse 15.—*“. . . I have used none of 
these things ... better .. . die, than 
-.. make my glorying void.” It would 
have been Paul’s right to seek such 
support, but he had not done so, and 
was not now doing so. It was a case 
of renouncing a right for the sake of 
the Gospel, as he had exhorted the 
Corinthians to do in chapter 8. 


Verse 16.—*“. . . nothing to glory of 

.. necessity is laid upon me... woe 
is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” 
To put it in modern terms, you do not 
thank a person for doing what he cannot 
help doing! The “woe” here is not the 
woe of eternal judgment, but of present 
mental anguish. This was Paul's “intol- 
erable craving,” as Meyer phrases it, 

Verse 17.—“. . . willingly, . .. a re- 
ward ... against my will, a dispensa- 
tion ...” Preaching the Gospel was 
not simply a matter of personal choice 
with Paul, but the will of God pressed 
upon him. It was a trust committed to 
him, which he did not dare neglect. 

Verse 18—“. . . my reward... ? 
make the gOspel . . . without charge 
...” Fulfilling a bounden duty is no 
matter for thanks or reward, but going 
beyond duty is. The “beyond duty” in 
Paul’s case was refusing to accept sup- 
port from the Corinthian believers for 
his ministry on their behalf, which was 
his right. 

Verse 19—“, . . free from all... 
servant unto all, that I might gain the 
more.” Compare the boast of the Jews 
in John 8:33. Paul willingly curbs his 
own freedom in considering what con- 
duct would be most likely to win those 
with whom he is presently in contact, 
He does not ride roughshod even over 
men’s prejudices. 


Verse 20.—“. . . unto the Jews ...@ 
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Jew ... under. the law, as under the 
law ...” He did not flaunt his being 


“free from the law” in the face of Jews, 
but showed a sincere reverence for it, in 
order that he might not give them un- 
necessary offense, but incline their 
hearts to Christ. 

Verse 21.—“, . . without law, as with- 
out law, (... under the law to Christ,) 

. .” On the other hand, he did not 
impose the Law of Moses on the Gen- 
tiles, but showed them how he lived 
by a different principle, that of grace 
—which, he makes clear, involves obe- 
dience. The Christian life is not one of 
lawlessness, but is obedience to a per- 
son rather than to a set of rules, 

Verse 22—“To the weak .,. as weak 

. all things to all... that I might 

. save some.” Paul avoided any im- 
pression that he was an unusual person, 
more able to live the Christian life 
than others. He was as weak as any, 
but found strength in Christ. It was 
this adaptability without compromise 
that made him a great soul-winner. 

Verse 23.—“. . . for the gospel’s sake 
... partaker thereof ...” He always 
kept the end in view. He wanted to 
share the good deposit of the Gospel, 
so he stood on the level of the men he 
dealt with in order to make it avail- 
able to them. 

Verse 26.—“. . . run, not as uncer- 
tainly .. ., not as One that beateth the 
air.” After describing the race and the 
contests so well known in Corinth as 
in the Greek world generally, he ap- 
plies these things to himself as a Chris- 
tian. The word “fight” signifies boxing. 

Verse 27.—". .. I keep under my body 
... lest... when I have preached... 
I myself should be a castaway.” The 
opponent in his boxing is his own body. 
He is not suggesting a literal bruising 
of the body, like the flagellants, but a 
curbing of fleshly appetites, disciplining 
the body as an instrument of righteous- 
ness and godly service. The term “a 
castaway” has no reference to eternal 
damnation, but refers to disqualification 
in the games after having been an in- 
structor in the divine athletics. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In the eighth chapter of 1 Corinthians, 
the Apostle Paul was dealing with the 
questions of Christians eating meat 
which had been offered to the idols in 
the heathen temples. He made it clear 
that an enlightened Christian could do 
this without damage to himself, since 
he no longer attached any significance 
to the idol, and knew that the cere- 


mony of such offering made no change’ 


in the meat. 

But that was not the total picture. 
There were believers to whom eating 
meat offered to idols meant participa- 
tion in heathen practices and fellow- 
ship with the idol. Therefore he could 
not partake with good conscience, and 
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Last Week's Lesson 
2. October 13.—Moral Standards in a 
Church: ...... 1 Corinthians 5 and 6; 13 
Next Week’s Lesson 


4. October 27.—The Problem of Chris- 
tian Freedom (Temperance) 
1 Corinthians 8; 9:19-27; 10 








if the act of the more enlightened Chris- 
tian emboldened him to do so, it would 
be for him an act of sin. So the liberty 
of the one would mean the bondage of 
the other. 

The more enlightened Christian, then, 
had a duty toward the weaker brother, 
and was called upon to act according to 
love rather than according to knowledge. 
Love would willingly accept a curb on 
his liberty, rather than bring about the 
fall of a brother. One may recognize 


his right, but a Christian’s higher pre-. 


rogative is to renounce his rights for 
the well-being of others. 

Now in the ninth\chapter Paul shows 
how he practiced this very principle in 
his apostolic labors. An apostle had 
some rights in common with all men, 
and other rights peculiar to his apostle- 
ship. An apostle had a right to the so- 
ciety and fellowship of a believing wife 
in his journeys. For the Gospel’s sake 
Paul denied himself this right. An 
apostle had a right to Jay aside secular 
employment. Paul continued to work 
as a tentmaker whenever he considered 
it advantageous to the cause of Christ. 
An apostle had a right to financial sup- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


ITH what question is the Apostle 
Paul dealing in the section of 1 
Corinthians which contains our lesson? 
2. What does the apostleship of Paul 
have to do with the question being dis- 
cussed? 

3. Was there any other reason for 
Paul’s introducing the question of his 
apostleship? 

4. On what ground was the apostle- 
ship of Paul disputed? 

5. When did Paul see the Lord Jesus 
Christ? ; 

6. What apostolic right did Paul ‘re- 
nounce in Corinth? 

7. How does Paul establish the propo- 
sition that ministers should be sup- 
ported by those to whom they minister? 

8. What principle ordered Paul’s 
conduct in his dealings with various 
kjnds of people? 

9. How does this principle differ from 
the worldly advice, “When in Rome, do 
as the Romans”? r 

10. What Grecian sports does Paul 
mention in illustration of the Christian 
life? 

(Answers on page 779) 


October 5, 1957 


port from the churches which he served. 
This right Pau] renounced in certain 
situations, especially in Corinth. In this 
chapter he reminds us of the provision 
made for the support of the ministers 
of the Temple, and states categorically 
that the principle holds in the age of 
the Gospel, 

This refusal to press the principle of 
support was only one application of a 
still wider principle which the apostle 
applied to his whole life. Whenever he 
ministered to any group, he studied his 
behavior with a view to a more effective 
witness. Adaptability without compro- 
mise was his rule. Being a Jew, he 
lived as a Jew among Jews, to win them 
to Christ. Knowing the liberty of 
Christ, he could live as a non-Jew among 
non-Jews, to win them. Apart from 
sin, he poured himself into the mold 
of those to whom he ministered, for 
their salvation. This meant discipline, 


. but he was willing to apply to his life 


as a minister of Christ the rigors of 
discipline which athletes imposed on 
themselves for worldly honor. Are we 
prepared for such discipline, that we 
may be adaptable without compromise? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Apostolic rights (1 Cor. 9:1-14) 

2. Apostolic renunciations (vs, 15-19) 
3. Apostolic rigors (vs. 20-27) 


Topics for Development 


Paul’s Defense, Paul's apostleship 
was frequently disputed, chiefly on the 
ground that he was not one of the 
original Twelve. The Judaizers, who 
strongly opposed his doctrine of grace, 
encouraged anything that would bring 
him into disrepute and cause him to 
lose influence. There was such a party 
in Corinth. Therefore, in connection 
with his treatment of eating meat sac- 
rificed to idols, he presents himself as 
an example of the principle which he 
states, and, almost incidentally, offers a 
defense (or apologia) of his position in 
the church. He presents three substan- 
tiations of his claim to apostolic office. 
The first is that he had seen the Lord 
Jesus. This had been considered a basic 
requisite (see Acts 1:21, 22). But Paul 
had seen the risen Lord in his wonder- 
ful vision outside Damascus. The second 
was an appeal to his work among the 
Corinthians, to whom he had first 
brought the Gospel. The third was his 
loyalty to apostolic principles and sub- 
mission to every discipline calculated to 
promote the Gospel. Apostolic vision, 
apostolic labor, and apostolic living all 
rise up to say, “There is an apostle!” 


Adaptability. There is a difference 
between easy expediency and apostolic 
adaptability. Some men are mere 
chameleons, taking on the color of their 
surroundings for personal gain and ease, 
But the apostle’s adaptability was a 
matter of strenuous discipline. It meant 


fitting in to many a situation which was 
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personally obnoxious to him, for the 
Gospel’s sake. It was like putting forth 
the utmost exertions in a race, not tak- 
ing the line of least resistance. It in- 
volved a rigorous self-discipline, land- 
ing body blows upon his own desires, 
his Own preferences, his own ease, as 
a boxer seeks to bruise his opponent. 
Oh, no! this Christian adaptability is 
no picnic, but rigorous denial of one’s 
self, in order to be a better witness for 
Jesus Christ, just where we are. 


Practical Applications 

If you are going to lay down great 
and lofty principles of conduct for 
others, you must be prepared to apply 
the same principles to every aspect of 
your own behavior. 

There is no higher privilege than to 
renounce one’s fights for Christ’s sake 
and the Gospel’s. 

Whatever you claim to be, see that 
your works adequately support your 
claim (vs. 1, 2). 

A preacher has a right to be sup- 
ported, but he is a poor preacher who 
makes his support his first concern, 

If you want to know whether or not 
you should enter the ministry, try to 
stay out of it, and if you can, then stay 
out, 

Aim for adaptability without com- 
promise. 


Golden Text 

Rom. 10:14—‘“How then shall they 
call . . . how shall they believe ... 
how shall they hear... ?” Our Golden 
Text ought to include the next phrase, 
“And how shall they preach, except 
they be sent?” “So the order is—the 
sending, the preaching, the hearing, the 
believing, the calling (or invoking). 
There can be no changing of that order. 
Are we accepting our responsibility in 
regard to it? 

ELMuursT, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HYMNs . 


“Ye Servants of God, Your Master 
Proclaim” 
“I Love To Tell the Story” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father in Heaven, we thank Thee for 
giving us godly ministers to proclaim 
Thy Gospel and lead Thy people. Bless 
our own pastor and all his faithful 
helpers here. Encourage them by using 
them to win many to Thyself. Bless all 
who give the Gospel to people in far-off 
places long denied the Good News. 
Reach and turn many to Christ wher- 
ever faithful missionaries toil today. If 
Thou dost plan for any Sunday school 
pupil here to be a minister or mission- 
ary, make Thy call known to such and 
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guide them in preparing for their work. 
Then bless and use them in giving out 
Thy message. Revive Thy work in us 
and all Thy people. Send out the Gos- 
pel in great power to all people. Give 
godly, wise, and strong rulers and 
leaders to all lands, and keep peace 
among the nations. To troubled, tried, 
sad, and‘sick folk give comfort, help, 
and healing. Forgive our sins and keep 
us in the way of glad and loving obe- 
dience to Thee, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—‘“Don’t be a 
preacher, if you can help it.” That is 
what a great preacher used to say to 
young men. He meant that no one 
should preach who can be at peace do- 
ing something else. A would-be 
preacher should be sure God is calling 
him to the ministry. He should feel 
compelled to it; that, as Paul puts it, 
“necessity is laid upon me.” 

The Gospel preacher must have the 
right aim, the aim that he “might by 
all means save some.” He should have 


“alt ARE CALLED TO witness 


the right spirit, the spirit of service, 
counting himself “servant unto all” (v. 
19), as the very word “minister” im- 
plies. He should also have the spirit of 
sacrifice, putting the work ahead of 
money. Paul made tents to support 
himself whenever he felt that taking 
support from others would burden them 
or hinder the Gospel. I know a man, 
called from a small church to a larger 
work, who refused to be told the salary 
until he had decided prayerfully what 
to do, uninfluenced by money consid- 
erations. Every preacher should be 
like that. 

There is no higher work a man can 
be called to do than to preach Christ’s 
Gospel. Lord Beaverbrook, a Canadian 
who climbed from a lowly start to great 
wealth and power in Britain, was a min- 
ister’s son. He once said: “Better than 
money or. authority is the power to do 
good ... and the Gospel preacher has 
the greatest capacity for doing good. 
When I was a young man I pitied my 
father for being a poor man and a hum- 
ble preacher of the Word. Now that I 
am older I envy him his life and career. 
To a sincere young. man I would say, 
‘Rather be a preacher of the Gospel 
than a Cabinet minister or a million- 
aire.” Let those God calls to preach 
obey that call, and let the rest of us 
stand by our minister with our best 
support, 

CALGARY, ALTA., CAN, 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Am I not an apostle?” (1 Cor. 9:1.) 
—Most assuredly Paul was an apostle! 
(Gal. 1:1.) Those of us who are Gen- 
tiles should fervently thank God on 
bended knees that Paul is our apostle 
(Rom, 11:13; 1 Tim. 2:7). 

Remove from the New Testament all 
the spoken and written messages of the 
Apostle Paul, and there would be men- 
tion but no unfolding of the truth con- 
cerning the Church! How deeply in- 
debted we are to him! 

All “the signs of an apostle” were 
wrought in their midst, by the Lord 
through Paul (2 Cor. 12:12), hence the 
Corinthians had no real cause to doubt 
his apostleship. 

Someone has said that anyone sent of 
God to preach the Gospel should be ac- 
credited by three things: gift, grace, 
and fruit. Paul was abundantly ac- 
credited by these three things. 

Sometimes these three things are not 
found in equal proportions in preachers, 
I read of one preacher concerning 
whom it was said, “There isn’t enough 
gift manifested in his sermons to fill a 
thimble, but there is enough devotion 
to float Elijah’s chariot to Heaven— 
and that is what counts!” 

“Have I not seen Jesus Christ our 
Lord?” (1 Cor, 9:1.)—Puul here refers 
to the actual sight he had of our glori- 
fied Lord on the Damascus road. And 
it has been frequently said that that 
sight forever blinded him to all worldly 
things. 

“.. they which minister about holy 
things live of the things of the temple 

.” (1 Cor..9:13).—Paul had asked in 
verse 1, “Am I not free?” and he pro- 
ceeds to state that he is free to marry 
and have a wife accompany him on his 
trips, as did the other apostles, 

Paul was “free” also to refrain from 
secular work, and be supported by the 
Christians—especially those in Corinth, 
for they were led to Christ by him; 
they were the seal of his apostleship. 

He shows in verse 7 that it was the 
custom for soldiers, vinedressers, and 
shepherds to be paid wages for their 
work; why not an apostle of Christ? 
In verses 9 and 10, he points out that 
the Law teaches the same truth. The 
law which forbade the muzzling of the 
ox that treadeth out the grain should 
teach men the principle that a worker 
is worthy of his wages. 

He calls their attention in verse 13 
to the fact that the priests who served 
in the Temple had their share given 
them of the offerings—a very choice 
and abundant share it was, too! (Num. 
18:8-21.) Lastly, it was a divine ordi- 
nance that they “which preach the gos- 
pel should live of the gospel” (v, 14). 

In my mind’s eye, I can see Paul’s 
destructive critics listening intently as 








772 (12) 





“SOS - MY LITTLE 
SHIP IS SINKING” 


A Jewish Christian behind the lron Curtain 
writes this heartbreaking letter: 

“There is a custom among men at sea that 
when a ship is sinking and the passengers are 
in peril of life, that an SOS goes out. Every 
decent captain who hears this cry hurries to 
the rescue. This is exactly what | am doing 
now. 

“My little ship with four people aboard is 
sinking. Two of them are little children. 

“Years of suffering and hunger have made 
us sick. For six months my wife has been in 
bed. Her feet are swollen and she cannot 
walk. At the age of fifty | am practically 
blind and yet have to work beyond my strength 
to keep my family from starving to death. But 
I have not succeeded in that, although | work 
harder than any donkey ever did. 

“| take the Lord as my witness that my 
words are true. We are in such desperate 
plight that when we lie down at night we have 
nothing with which to cover ourselves. And 
none of us has a shirt on our backs to speak of. 

“For the Lord’s sake come to our aid—do 
not let us go under! | am certain that those 
who have the Gospel of our Saviour in their 
hearts'will hear this cry and will not permit 
our little ones to go down.” 

This and similar letters come to us every 
day from people in desperate trouble. “Many 
little ships” will sink in despair unless we an- 
swer their call. 

The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief 
Society, Inc., ministers to th of He- 
brew Christians and Jewish people in Europe, 
Israel, India, and across the American Con- 
tinent. Souls are saved and lives in danger 
rescued by the mighty compassion of our Lord 
and His people. 

Help us keep faith, hope and love alive in 
the hearts of those who are sinking. 


$10 to $20 will provide a nourishing food 
parcel (depending on the country and 
size of parcel). 

$25 will support a child for one month. 
$100 will help support a missionary of 
the Gospel. 


Sample copy of ISRAEL MY GLORY, out- 
standing missionary publication, sent free to 
all who love the Lord and His cause. 


Write today to: 
THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 
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Dear Friends of Israel: 








1 am sending enclosed for your ministry of mercy 
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ADDRESS 
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this Epistle is being publicly read— 
they have closely followed each of 
Paul’s statements regarding workers) 
support—and I can almost hear them 
say, “Now, Paul is going to demand a 
regular salary from us!” 

What a shock they must have experi- 
enced as the reader read: “. ,. neither 
have I written these things, that it 
should be so done unto me...” (1 
Cor. 9:15). 

He waived his right to temporal sup- 
port for the joy of preaching the Gos- 
pel without monetary returns. He did 
it that there should be no hindrance to 
the Gospel’s being preached among 
mercenary people. He did not com- 
mand other preachers to do it. Be- 
lievers who are taught in the Word 
are commanded to have practical fel- 
lowship in all good things, “unto him 
that teacheth” (Gal. 6:6). 

“For though I be free from all... 
yet have I made myself servant unto all 
..-” (1 Cor. 9:19).—Paul was a freeborn 
Roman (Acts 22:28), hence not a slave 
in the usual sense of that word; but 
after being laid hold of by Christ for 
glory, he deliberately made himself a 
bondslave to all men, that he might win 
many for Christ. 

He said, “I am made all things to all 
men, that I might by all means save 
some. And this’ I do for the gospel’s 
sake ...” I like Dr. Charles Erdman’s 
comment on this passage: “By this 
phrase Paul means exactly the opposite 
of what it means in common speech to- 
day. He does not signify any weak 
compliance with the wrong actions and 
immoral practices of others. He is not 
approving the maxim: ‘When in Rome 
do as the Romans do.’ Paul is referring 
to matters of moral indifference, to 
weak prejudices, and to foolish scruples.” 

Paul “never allowed himself for a 
moment to take any course of action 
in which he could not count ‘upon the 
approval of his Lord” (J. R. Caldwell). 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we will use only one 
verse of the lesson text for our 
study today: “I therefore so run, not 
as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one 
that beateth the air” (1 Cor. 9:26): 
One of the most frightening things 
that can happen to a ship at sea is to 
have its rudder broken and out of com- 
mission, particularly if the sea is rough. 
The vessel is at the mercy of wind and 
tides It has no destination: It is in 
imminent danger of running on the 
rocks. It is not even as good as run- 
ning “uncertainly,” for it is pretty sure 
to be wrecked sooner or later, unless 
some powerful vessel comes to its res- 
cue, 
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The ocean is much like life: it 
abounds with dangers, and steady sailing 
on a charted course is very important. 
Paul says, “So fight I, not as one that 
beateth the air.” In a boxing match it 
is the blow that misses which contrib- 
utes to the defeat of the puncher. Paul 
likens the Christian life to a race and 
a fight. 

You may not be a racer or a boxer, 
but you. certainly must run and fight, 
and the contest is with the enemy of 
your soul—the old Devil, himself. And 
always remember this: he is skillful 
and experienced in wrecking human 
lives on the sea of life. Think how long 
he has been at it—at least 6,000 years, 
while you are just a novice of a few 
years—unskilled, untrained, inexperi- 
enced. He can break your rudder and 
blind your vision, leaving you helpless 
on the sea of cirtumstances, running 
uncertainly and beating the air, 

That is, unless a stronger force comes 
to your rescue, and there is but_one 
Stronger Force; that is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He planned your rescue before 
you were born, and that is the glorious 
news for the Christian. In the first 
place, the Christian is redeemed by the 
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Lord Jesus Christ, whom he has ac- 
cepted as his Saviour. And in the next 
place, he has the promise of the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, who shows us 
clearly in His Word how to run and win, 
and how to fight temptation and over- 
come it. 

If you are faithful to your daily Bible 
reading and to your habit of regular 
prayer, no damage will ever cripple 
your rudder, and your aim will be true. 
You will have the comfort and the joy 
of a confident life—no uncertainties, no 
confusion, no aimless drifting. You will 
have a definite destination, which is 
always a joy to look forward to. Oh, 
yes, the voyage will doubtless lead 
through some rough seas, but there will 
be no fear to harass your soul and cause 
you to fail. “Commit thy way unto the 
Lord; trust also in him; and he shall 
bring it to pass” (Psa. 37:5). 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 


“we 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning Ann will teach us the 

first verse of the song, “Our Par- 
ents,” as if we were a Primary class. 
You know we are practicing this quar- 
ter for the time when we will be 
Sunday school teachers. Now Connie 
will tell “Two Little Fugitives.” We 
need a volunteer to teach Ephesians 
6:2 next Sunday, and another to tell 
the first part of “The Girl Who Walked 
a Thousand Miles” the Sunday after. 
Thank you, Sandra and Cheryl. 

Our lesson this morning is called 
“The Work of the Minister.” The word 
minister means “servant.” So we will 
find something in this chapter to help 
us, because all of. us who are saved 
should be serving the Lord, even though 
we are not apostles or even preachers. 

Today's chapter, 1 Corinthians 9, is un- 
usual in that it contains twenty questions, 
The answer to every question in the first 
five verses is, “Yes.” This is the Apostle 
Paul speaking by inspiration. I will 
read the first five verses, stopping after 
each question long enough for you to 
say “Yes.” 

False teachers had been trying to dis- 
credit Paul by saying, “He’s not a true 
apostle like Peter and John are: They 
saw Jesus; Paul never did.” But he had 
seen Him on the Damascus road (Acts 
26:15). In verse 2 Paul reminded the 
Corinthians that he had led them to 
Christ, so that they themselves were 
proof that he was an apostle. 

The false teachers said: “Peter and 
the other apostles travel with their 
wives. Paul has no wife.” Paul’s be- 
ing a bachelor or a widower did not 
affect his testimony for the Lord. Verse 
5 shows that the Apostle Peter was 
married. “Cephas” was his name in the 
Greek language. See John 1:42. Peter 
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Prayers of a Troubled World 


In this period of economic uncertainty and international conflict, 
an American Bible Society Annuity Agreement comes as an 
answer to the prayers of most of us. For it offers guaranteed 


security of income regardless of financial conditions . 


..a gen- 


erous income with returns as high as 7.4%, plus tax savings. 
Your purchase of the annuity helps combat the evils and hatreds 


of the world with the great power of the Holy Bible. 


No income could be more secure 


Payments on American Bible Society 
Annuities have been made in full and 
on time for more than a century. While 
enjoying this income security, you help 
the Bible Society bring the Scriptures to 
the peoples of the world wherever needed. 
This is a never-ending need, met with 


AN 
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RESERVES 


printed volumes in nearly every written language, with illus- 
trated Scriptures and with Braille volumes and talking book 
records for the blind. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SSA-710 


entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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“EVANGELIZE CHINA” FELLOWSHIP, INC. 


An interdenominational Christian organization, working in the Far 
East and Southeast Asia. Founded in 1947 by Dr. Andrew Gih, it 
maintains a Bible school, a Christian high school, Bible college, 
4 churches, and orphanages. 

Your prayers and support are needed especially now for the task of 
helping some of the hundreds of thousands of Chinese orphans who are 
roaming the streets, without homes, without adequate clothing, and 
without the Gospel. 


U. S. HEADQUARTERS 











P.O. BOX 550 T 
LOS ANGELES 53, CALIF. 








ALL OVER 
THE WORLD 
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— the forgotten land 


Children cry out for food. Homes, schools, hospitals, 
orphanages — all need clothing, food, relief. 
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WEST GERMANY 


— the gate to the West and freedom 

Daily, in rags, without shoes, people swarm from the 
Iron Curtain countries. Help is urgently needed for 
refugees from Poland, East Germany, Czechoslovakia. 
Hungary. 





FORM 

OSA — last stronghold of the Orient against Communism 
Indo China, Laos, Viet Nam, Cambodia — there 
children hold out their hands for bread. Tod- 
diers who can’t talk beg for something to eat. 








Can you NOT give? Christian faith demands an answer to this call for help. The 
World Relief Commission appeals to the evangelicals of America. Each gift will be 
accompanied by a Gospel testimony printed in the language of the recipient 


YOU CAN HELP 
TWO WAYS — 
World Relief Commi 


12-19 Jackson Ave 
Long Island City 1 












Sponsor a clothing drive in your church or community, or send 
your own good, usable clothing to the address nearest you. 






World Relief Commission, N.A.E 
c/o Brethren Servicg Center 
Nappanee, Indiana 


C/< Brethren serv 
2 1010 9th Street 
Send your cash contributions odesto, Calif 











For further information write: ———"—] 
World Relief Commission, N.A.E. 
WENDELL L. ROCKEY, Executive Director 
12-19 Jackson Ave, Long Island City 1, N. Y. 
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was very different from a Catholic 
pope: he was married, he would not 
let anyone kneel before him, and he 
let Paul rebuke him publicly (Gal. 
2:11), showing that he did not con- 
sider himself infallible. 

Now let us read verses 13-23. The 
false teachers were making out that 
Paul was not a proper preacher because 
he had made tents for a living. They 
were absolutely wrong. Although it is 
clear in this Scripture that it is right 
and proper for Christians to support 
those who spend all their time in the 
Lord’s work, yet Paul had not taken 
advantage of this. When he came to 
Corinth, he was surrounded by heathen. 
It is not God’s will that His servants 
should ask support from the ungodly. 
Paul could not and would not look to 
the heathen Corinthians for support. 
He either had to send out letters of ap- 
peal to Christians elsewhere, or to earn 
his own living. He chose the latter 
method, and in so doing showed clearly 
that working with the hands is not de- 
grading to God’s servants. Instead, it 
can be a link between the servant of 
God and the people to whom he min- 
isters, which will make his witness 
more effective. Paul's association with 
Aquila and Priscilla proves this. 

I am sure that all those who did give 
money to Paul to help him in his min- 
istry have rejoiced with him these many 
years in Heaven. Those who could have 
helped, and did not, have wished that 
they had a share in Paul’s great re- 
ward, 

As we read verses 20-23, we see how 
earnestly Paul tried to win to Christ 
everybody he knew. He tried to put 
himself into the place of: each one to 
see how best to reach him. He was 
willing to suffer any inconvenience, to 
do anything not corttrary to the will of 
God, if only he could bring more souls 
to Christ! What a splendid example he 
is to us in this! Paul will certainly 
get the “crown of rejoicing,” the soul- 
winner's crown. There are four crowns 
mentioned in the Bible, and I expect 
to see Paul get every one. The “crown 
of righteousness” is for those who 
keep their lives pure, because they are 
living daily in the hope of Christ’s com- 
ing. The “crown of glory” is for those 
who help other Christians grow. The 
“crown of life” is for those who resist 
temptation, and are faithful to the Lord 
till death. 

Let us read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27. 
Here Paul uses the famous Olympic 
games as a picture of the Christian life. 
The Christian is not intended to “be 
carried to the skies on flow’ry beds of 
ease,” but to strive with all his might 
for the crowns God offers. There are 
two reasons why the Christian should 
strive more earnestly than the athlete. 
(1) The prizes God gives are eternal. 
(2) Everyone who fulfills the conditions 
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will receive God’s rewards,- not just 
one, as in athletics. How good that all 
of us can win! 





During this quarter and the next we will use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, ‘Conduct 
Toward Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
My Pastor (1 Cor. 9:18, 19, 23) 


NE Sunday Trudy did not want to 
go to Sunday school. Her parents 
did not wish to force her. They all 
stayed home from Sunday schoo] and 
church. Mother’s soprano voice was 
missing from the choir. When Pastor 
Webber inquired for her, she was not 
sick, no, but Trudy had not wanted to 
go to Sunday school. Early one after- 
noon Pastor Webber called at the home. 
Mother was shopping; Father. went to 
the door. “I have come to see Trudy,” 
the minister explained. Trudy felt very 
grown-up to have anyone as important 
as the preacher come to see her. When 
Mother came home, the first thing 
Trudy told her was: “The preacher 
came to see me! He talked about Sun- 
day school, and I have decided to go 
every Sunday.” 1 
Mr, Webber was being a pastor to 
Trudy. Pastor means Shepherd. “The 
Lord is my shepherd.” Today the Lord 
has appointed the minister of a church 
as His undershepherd to do the work 
for Him. Mr, —— is our shepherd, or 
pastor. (Write the word pastor and its 
meaning on the blackboard. Do the 
same with the following titles.) What 
other names besides pastor do we call 
Mr. —— ? Minister means “a servant 
or helper.” Has Mr. —— ever helped 
your family? Preacher means “one who 
tells the good news about Jesus Christ 
and what He can do,” a kind of teacher. 
Do you listen to Mr. ——’s sermon? 
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(2) Educated, like Timothy (2 Tim. 
2:2; 3:14-17). 

(3) Ordained, like Paul and Barnabas 
(Acts 13:1-3) and Timothy (1 Tim. 
4:14). 

(4) A man like this (1 Tim. 3:1-7). 

(5) A watchman, like Ezekiel (Ezek. 
3:17-21; Heb. 13:17). 

(6) A pastor, like Peter (John 21:15- 
17; Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-5). 

(7) A preacher and teacher, like Paul 
(Matt. 28:19, 20; Acts 11:26; 20:20, 21; 2 
Tim. 4:2) and Apollos (Acts 18:24-28; 
1 Cor. 3:5, 6). 


Best of all, have the pastor himself 
speak to the children, show them his 
study, and tell them of his activities, 

Can you name some of the pastors in 
Corinth long ago? You remember some 
of the Christians did not like Paul as 
well as Apotlos or Peter. Paul made tents 
for his living, and took no pay for his 
preaching and teaching. you know 
why? You will find a note in my Bible. 
(Have it inserted at 1 Cor. 9.) “What 
pay do I get, then? To make the Good 
News free of charge when I tell it, so 
as not to use all my rights in telling it. 
For, although I am free from everyone, 
I have made myself a slave to everyone 
that I may win more people .. . I 
do it all for the sake of the Good News 
so that I may have a share in it, too.” 
While Paul sewed, or whatever he did, 
he told people, who would not come to 
church, about Christ. He wanted to 
reach not only the Jews in the syna- 
gogue but the foreign sailors on the 
street, the slaves that unloaded the 
ships, and the free men who carried 
on their own business. A workingman 
could reach them better than a paid 
preacher. 

Unless the Juniors are immature, I 
prefer the full Golden Text (Rom. 10: 
14) to the Memory Verse, which omits 
the second question. 
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The Famous 
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for as low as $12 
Write: TRUTH FOR TODAY, R2, Warsaw, Ind. 








Easy-to-learn Scripture lessons 
for beginners—the deepest 
Bible doctrines for adults. With ASSU Les- 
son Helps, Sunday school students of every 
age get Bible-centered lessons. 
ASSU Lesson Helps and periodicals 
Gre written by experts and carefully age- 
graded, to, meet the specific needs and in- 
terests of your students. 


Choose 
A ge-graded Send for free 
Soul-winning samples end 
Superbly illustrated | "* convinced. 
Uniform Write to Dept. 
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“MEETS OUR NEEDS AS NO OTHER!” 


© “How thankful | am for Prophecy Monthly. 

It gives spiritual feasts not only to me but to 
hundreds who share them through translations 
| publish’’— says missionary in South India. 
Don’t miss this jam-packed digest of worid 
news interpreted in the light of prophecy pilus 
spiritual vitamins needed by all God’s people. 


PROPHECY 


... Wke he —" lh Mn any other a. as 
9 articles by Bibi 
and snappy news flashes, useful in pene ny and talks. Many 
for th and a missi y—8 troly fruitful ministry. a 
8 Months Trial Only $1.00 — Send your Order Today | 
This Faith Work devoted to world-distribution of Bible study materials has been used of God and richly blessed for over @ quarter 
of acentury. OD Trial $1 herewith © Please send Free Sample Copy 


Name Address 
Clip and mail to PROPHECY MONTHLY, Dept. 1, P.O. Box 41198, Los Angeles 41, Calif: 


Clergyman means “a man trained to 
lead the church.” (Name the seminary 
Mr. —— attended.) Doctor is a title " 
given a man who has had even more 
training and study in church matters, 
or has done his work unusually” well. 
Reverend is a title of respect because 
Mr. —— is a man of God and a good 
man, 

Explain simply other topics used for 
the Bible readings below: 

My PAsTor 

(1) Called, like Isaiah (Isa. 6:1-8), 
Jeremiah (Jer. 1:4-9), Amos (Amos 7: 
14, 15), or Paul (1 Tim. 1:12-14). 














1 Adapted from the Rev. William D. Webber 
in the Watch 
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FLANNELGRAPHS from GENESIS to REVELATION 


Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-O-Graph Bible 
characters. REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWING! GS, full COLOR, 
large size. 13 colorful hand painted backgrounds 

Vis-U-Fold — Aluminum Telescopic Tripod and fabric board folds 


into compact roll. 
Write for FREE folder and price list to 
P.O. Box 145M, Dept. T Pasadena, California 
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ALWAYS IN TRIUMPH GOD or A god? 


Biography of Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin 
(Late President of Columbia Bible College) 
For those who long to know the secret of living Always 
in Triumph here is the lifting story of the life of Dr. 
McQuilkin as told by his daughter. 255 pages—$3.00 
BIBLE COLLEGE BOOK STORE 
Columbia, S. C. 


explanation of John 1:1 
15c per dozen; 30c for 50; 50c per 100 


At same prices as above 


REV. GEORGE H. SEVILLE, D.D. 





Box 229 


A NEW TRACT by Rev. George H. Seville, D.D. 


Exposes Jehovah’s Witnesses’ wrong translation and 


Also: “Minced Oaths” and “Questionable Quoting” 


100 E. Market Street, Newport, Wilmington 4, Delaware 








Most up-to-date reference volume of its kind \ 


COMPLETE... NEW... AUTHORITATIVE 


‘Unger’s Bible Dictionary 


Compiled and edited by Merrill F. Unger, Th. D., a, 
professor of Old Testament at Dallas Th 9) 

7,000 definitions based on all recent discoveries and 

latest evangelical scholarship. Dlustrated with over 500 

photographs, line drawings, 8 full color maps. Helpful 
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No other reference Bible has 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Missing the Opportunities at Hand.— 

And how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? (Rom. 10: 
14, Golden Text.) A missionary secre- 
tary wrote a confession to the Mission- 
ary Review of the World. She said: 
I was helping to get up a big conven- 
tion, and on the opening day my aged 
father, who came as a delegate to the 
convention, sat with me at luncheon at 
the hotel. He listened sympathetically 
to my glowing accounts of the great 
features that were to be. When I 
paused for breath, he leaned toward_me 
and said, while his eyes followed the 
stately movements of the head waiter, 
“Daughter, I think that big head waiter 
over there is going to accept Jesus Christ, 
I’ve been talking to him about his soul.” 
I almost gasped. I had been too busy 
planning for a great missionary con- 
vention to think about the soul of the 
head waiter. When we went out to my 
apartment, a Negro man was washing 
the windows. Jim was honest and 
trustworthy, and had been a most sat- 
isfactory helper in my home. Only a 
few moments passed before I heard my 
father talking earnestly with Jim about 
his personal salvation, and a swift ac- 
cusation went to my heart that I had 
known Jim for years and had never 
said a word to him of salvation. A 
carpenter came in to repair the door, 
and while I signed his ticket I heard 
my father talking with him about the 
door, and then the only door into the 
Kingdom of God. A Jew lived across 
the street; I had thought of calling on 
my neighbors sometime—but as they 
met on the street my father talked to 
this neighbor of the only Saviour of 
the world. A friend took us to ride, 
and in a moment my father was up 
beside the chauffeur, and before long 
talking with him about the way of sal- 
vation. “I was afraid I might never 
have another chance to speak to the 
man,” he told me later. The wife of a 
prominent railroad man took him for a 
ride in her limousine. “I am glad she 
asked me to go,” he said. “I think no 
one had ever talked with her about 
her salvation.” These opportunities had 
come to me also and passed as ships 
in the night, while I strained my eyes 
to catch sight of a larger sail on-a more 
distant horizon.—From “Every Member 
Evangelism,” by J. E. Conant. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans, 

More Than by Hearsay.—Have I not 
seen Jesus Christ our Lord? (1 Cor. 
9:1.) One cold winter afternoon the 
philosopher Thomas Carlyle was sitting 
before the open fireplace in his library. 
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The door opened and the new pastor 
of a local church entered the room. 
After Carlyle and the young minister 
had visited for a few moments, the young 
minister asked the great philosopher, 
“What do you think this parish needs 
most?” Carlyle, without hesitation, re- 
plied, “What this parish needs is a man 
who knows God otherwise than by 
hearsay.” David Hume said of John 
Brown of Scotland, “That old man 
preaches as if Christ were at his elbow.” 
—From Ralph L. Mayberry, in Proph- 
ecy Monthly. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Sincere Appreciation—Even so hath 
the Lord ordained that they which 
preach the gospel should live of the 
gospel (1 Cor. 9:14). Traveling on a 
bus a Christian lady, a stranger to me, 
told me the following: “I’ve had to be 
away from home for a period of time, 
and watching these little country 
churches from the bus makes me home- 
sick for our Own church, It’s only a 
poor little congregation, but our dear 
minister and his wife refused to leave 
us, and now I don’t know what we 
would do if they did leave. How they 
have sacrificed to stay with us! But 
is our minister’s wife ever going to 
get a surprise when I get home! My 
son, who is comfortably fixed, gave me 
a hundred dollars to get myself new 
clothes, but I can do without new 
clothes. I'm going to insist that our 
minister and his wife take it for a holi- 
day. Oh, I’m so happy I can hardly 
wait till I get home! I love those peo- 
ple so much! Every day I thank God 
for our dear minister, so true to Him.” 
I noted that lady’s somewhat thread- 
bare clothes; then, as I left the bus, I 
turned to look back and wave to her; 
and I wondered what kind of angel I 
had been privileged to sit beside that 
day.—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, 
Can, 


Willing To Be a Servant.—Yet have I 
made myself servant unto all, that I 
might gain the more (1 Cor. 9:19). 
When Dr. Robert Morrison, the great 
missionary to China, wanted an assist- 
ant to help him in his arduous work, 
he requested the secretary to look out 
for the right kind of man. A young 
man came for examination. The sec- 
retary said to him, “You are not fit 
to be an assistant to Dr. Morrison, but 
they want a servant in the family. Do 
you care to go as a servant?” He smiled 
and said, “Any place in the work of 
the Lord will suit me.” That young 
man became the great Dr. Mills, equal 
in scholarship and fame to Dr. Morri- 
son himself—From A, C. Dixon. Sent 
by Mrs. J. W. Blaes, Webster Groves, 
Mo. 


What the Law Can and Cannot Do.— 
To them that are under the law, as 
under the law, that I might gain them 
that are under the law (1 Cor. 9:20b). 
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Alone in 
all the world... 


“CARILLON 


Until you hear “Carillon 
Americana,” you simply can- 
not know the full beauty and 
inspiration of carillon music. 
Introduced at Florida’s famed 


SINGING TOWER 


the “Carillon Americana” 
places entirely new tone colors 
at the command of the artist 
at the console. To bell tones of 
traditional majesty, the caril- 
lonneur can now add the en- 
chanting voices of the plucked 
harp and silvery celesta. More- 
over, he can vary the harmonic 
content of each note and chord 
at will. The result is a musical 
panorama far richer than caril- 
lons have ever offered before. 


The “Carillon Americana” 
thus gives a wider choice to 
those interested in acquiring 
fine carillons for churches, 
schools or colleges. Whatever 
your requirements in bell 
instruments, you'll find an 
appropriate answer among the 
many Schulmerich instruments, 
ranging from the new “Carillon 
Americana’’ to automatic 
single-bell instruments for 
liturgical use. Your inquiry 
will receive prompt attention. 


*“Carillon Americana” is a trademark of 


Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. 
C0107 Carillon Hill, Sellersville, Pa. 
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MONEY For YOUR TREASURY 


SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 b 
Clubs, Groups, etc. ey enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. 

Samples FREE to Officials 
SANGAMON MILLS 

Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 
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$1.00 


on a 1-year subscription 
to 
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“America’s Foremost Revival Weekly’ 


Regular price $2.50 
($3.00 in Canada and 
foreign countries) 


Edited by Evangelist, Author 
DR. JOHN R. RICE 
Subscribe now! For this ad, plus $1.50 
($2.00 outside U.S.A.). you'll receive 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD each week 


for a full year. 


Try it! Three sermons a week by 
outstanding soul-winners of today 
and the past; answers to Bible 
questions, reports on great revivals; 
youth helps. Wins souls, fires 
Christians, helps pastors. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Ill. ST 


1 enclose $1.50 and your ad worth $1.00. 
Please send me the SWORD for 1 year. 


Name 
Address 
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If I present myself with deranged habit 
before a mirror, it shows me the de- 
rangement, but it does not set it right. 
If I measure a crooked wall with a 
perfect plumb line, it reveals the crook- 
edness, but does not remove it. If I 
take out a lamp on a dark night, it 
reveals to me all the hindrances and 
disagreeables in the way, but it does 
not remove them. Moreover, the mirror, 
the plumb line, and the lamp do not 
create the evils which they severally 
point out; they neither create nor re- 
move, but simply reveal. Thus it is 
with the Law; it does not create the 
evil in man’s heart, neither does it re- 
move it; but with unerring accuracy it 
reveals it—From C. H, Mackintosh, in 
the Expositor and Illuminator. Sent by 
the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Ready for Anything.—I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by all 
means save sOme (1 Cor. 9:22). I was 
once staying in New Quay, a little sea- 
side town on Cardigan Bay. One eve- 
ning, when dusk was falling, I heard 
two big bangs, and immediately after- 
ward the sound of running feet. I went 
out, and was told, “There’s a ship in 
distress, and the lifeboat has been called 
out.” With others I ran to the end of 
the jetty, and saw the lifeboat men in 
their yellow oilskins, busy at various 
tasks, as the boat drove through the 
white-topped waves. Soon the crowd 
on the jetty dispersed, and went to the 
light and comfort of their homes. But 
the lifeboat men went on over the 
stormy sea. They were tired at the end 
of the day’s work, but when the call 
came, they ran to answer it. It didn’t 
matter how weary they were, or how 
long they might have to stay out at sea, 
what dangers they might have to face. 
They went out to face whatever came, 
for men’s lives were in danger and they 
were ready for anything, if by any 
means they might save some. That is 
how Paul felt when he saw people in 
deadly danger of losing their souls, and 
knew that only the love of Christ could 
save them. He didn’t mind what he 
did; he would be all things to all men, 
whoever they were, if by any means he 
could save some. Let us try to be like 
the lifeboat men, ready for anything, 
if we can only bring them to Christ.— 
From G. O. Gregory, in the Methodist 
Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


Laid on the Shelf.—Lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, 
I myself should be a castaway (1 Cor. 
9:27). The day comes to all of us when 
there is an impairment of physical 
power. Thomas Guthrie, my favorite 
Scottish preacher, got that way in his 
early sixties and said of himself, “I’m 
a cracked tea pot.” Dr. Guthrie knew 
his Greek in saying that Paul used 
an almost identical word when he ex- 
pressed the fear that he might become 
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a castaway. Dr. Harry Rimmer says 
that the word Paul used, “adokimos,” 
was a common household word in Paul’s 
day and was applied to pottery vessels. 
In your own pantry, perhaps, isa cracked 
cup. Instead of throwing it away you 
kept it for other purposes such as a 
receptacle for change or candy. In 
Paul’s time when a pottery vessel be- 
came cracked it was laid on the shelf 
and called “adokimos.” It wasn’t lost. 
It was just laid aside. Paul feared he 
might be put on the shelf—not a cast- 
away from salvation, but a castaway 
from service.—Condensed from Dr. S. @. 
Gamble, in United Presbyterian. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AVE you boys ever wished that you 
could some day be a preacher? 
You can be one—without waiting! Even 
you girls may be preachers. Let me 
tell you how. 

Our Memory Verse today asks an im- 
portant question. It is a question that 
the Apostle Paul asked in the long, long 
ago. When he wrote his Letter to the 
church at Rome he said, “For whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved” (10:13). That is 
a wonderful, wonderful thing, isn’t it? 
A man or a woman, a boy or a girl, 
who truly believes down in his heart 
that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God, then asks forgiveness of his 
sins and receives Him as his own Sav- 
iour by calling on His name, shall be 
saved. That is God's. promise. And 
God has never once broken a promise. 
But having made that glorious state- 
ment, the apostle asked the question 
that we learned earlier today: “How 
then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? ... and how 
shall they hear without a preacher?” 
(v. 14.) 

Have you ever thought about that? 
There are many thousands of people in 
the world who would believe in the 
Lord Jesus. But no one has ever told 
them. An Eskimo boy in Alaska, when 
he learned about the Lord Jesus, asked 
the missionary, “Isn’t it too bad the 
Lord Jesus did not die sooner?” 

“What do you mean?” the missionary 
asked. 

“If He had died sooner,” the little 
boy answered, “then my Daddy could 
have been saved, too.” 

The missionary was sad. “Oh, He 
died almost 2,000 years ago.” 

Then it was the Eskimo’s turn to be 
sad. “That long ago? And no one 
ever told us? Why?” 

Why? Why had not his father heard 
the Gospel? Why had the boy not heard 
sooner? Simply because no one went 
to tell them. They had no preacher. 
No matter where you go in the whole 
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Lesson for October 20 


world, the same thing is true, I’m sorry 
to say. They cannot believe ... there 
is no preacher. 

The Apostle Paul was a preacher— 
probably the best preacher who ever 
lived. A preacher is the same as a mis- 
sionary—one who is sent to give a mes- 
sage. Unfortunately, there are some 
preachers who decided one day that 
they would preach. They were not 
called by God to preach. They simply 
decided to preach. It is a way of mak- 
ing a living for them and their fam- 
ilies. The Apostle Paul was not that 
kind of preacher. He preached because 
he knew that God wanted him to do 
so. He preached because he hated the 
thought of doing anything else (1 Cor. 
9:16). He had to preach, 

He did not preach to get money, you 
may be sure. It would have been all 
right for him to receive money for his 
preaching, but that was not why he 
preached. He did it because he could 
searcely sleep when he thought of all 
those who did not know or love the 
Lord Jesus. He wanted everyone to 
have the same forgiveness of sin that 
he had. He wanted them to know his 
joy. He yearned that everyone should 
some day spend forever and ever in 
beautiful Heaven, 

If he had not preached, he would 
have felt dreadfully selfish, How could 
he go to Heaven and be happy knowing 
that hundreds of others would be for- 
ever separated from God, simply be- 
cause he had not told them of the Sav- 
iour, Christ the Lord? You may be 
sure that the Apostle Paul was happy 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 770) 

1. Eating meat offered to idols (1 Cor, 
8:1). 

2. Paul illustrates his answer to the 
question by reference to his own prin- 
ciples of action as an apostle. 

3. Yes. His apostleship was being 
disputed by some groups in the Corin- 
thian church. 

4. That he was not one of the orig- 
inal Twelve, and had not been an eye- 
witness of the ministry of Christ. 

5. At the time of his conversion on 
the Damascus road (Acts 9:1-21). 

6. The right of material support (1 
Cor. 9:15-18). 

7. By reference to the provision made 
for the priests and Levites in the Tem- 
ple (v. 13). 

8. Adaptability without compromise 
(vs. 19-22). 

9. This is not easy expediency, or the 
path of least resistance, but a stern dis- 
cipline, not for selfish ends, but for the 
furtherance of the Gospel. 

10. Running and boxing (v. 26). 
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By ordering 


before December 31,1957 


(See coupon below ) 
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@ SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 


@ BIBLE TEACHERS 
@ LAY LEADERS 


Reviewers say: 
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on the NEW TESTAMENT 
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aeeeneenatte eaten Order Blan k i csaeneibeiianal | 


Order from your bookseller or 
ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
1415 Lake Drive, S. E., Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 


0 YES, please send me the entire 
New Testament set, a volume a 
month, and bill me monthly. I un- 
derstand that I will save $2.50 by 
ordering the entire New Testament 
set (12 vols.) before Dec. 31, 1957. 


0 YES, please send me the in- 
dividual volumes I have indicated 
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@ Verse-by-verse commentary 

@ Handy pocket size 
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@ Understandable : 
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CHRISTMAS 


ZONDERVAN PUBLICATIONS 
ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER 


PROGRAM 


HANDBOOKS 


Compiled By 
GRACE RAMQUIST 


e 
HANDBOOK NO. 1. 
A handy volume, 
completely new and 
original. Contains 
playlets, poems and 
short eces for 
every age group. 

Paper, 35¢ 
HANDBOOK NO. 2. 
An excellent book, 
full of new and 
adaptable material 
for your Christmas 
Program needs. In- 
cludes all age 
groups. Paper, 35c 
HANDBOOK NO. 3. 
Included in this 
book are 4, 8 and 
12 line pieces for 
young groups, pag- 
eants, one-act plays, 
group exercises for 
all ages includin 
adults. Paper, 35¢ 
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in his preaching. Oh, he sacrificed 
himself. It was not easy. But he 
wanted to serve God. Because he did 
it with his whole heart, he was happy 
doing it—he gave his very best to the 
One who died for him. 

You might be surprised to find some 
boys and girls in your school class who 
do not know about the Lord Jesus. 
There are many, many hundreds of 
them in big cities, in small towns, in 
the out-of-the-way places. How can 
they believe in Him of whom they have 
not heard? I'll tell you how. You 
can tell them. You can tell them 
this very week. And if you do, 
you, like the Apostle Paul, will be 
a preacher. May God help you to do it. 

LANCASTER, Pa, 
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Two Great Christian Writers 
(Continued from page 768) 


is John Chrysostom, which is Greek 
for “golden-mouthed,” was a term that 
came to be applied to him because of 
his remarkable eloquence. Chrysos- 
tom’s works consist of the sermons that 
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he delivered, explaining different parts 
of the Scripture or pointing out the 
will of God in relation to situations 
that arose. His writings burn with love 
of Christ. He was probably the most 
eloquent preacher in the entire history 
of the ancient church. 

Chrysostom had a tragic life. In the 
year 387 the Emperor Theodosius be- 
came enraged at the conduct of the 
people of Antioch, who had torn down 
the statues of the royal family and had 
treated them most shamefully. Theo- 
dosius massacred the people of another 
city after they had turned against his 
imperial power, and the people of An- 
tioch expected terrible reprisal for their 
acts. Chrysostom preached a series of 
sermons “On the Statues,” in which he 
called upon the people to trust God in 
the face of the terrible danger that was 
ahead for the city. His sermons made 
a tremendous impression upon the peo- 
ple and the Lord enabled him also to 
touch the heart of the Emperor so that 
the expected punishment was not meted 
out. 

Ten years later, after Theodosius’ 
death, his son invited Chrysostom to 
come to his capital, Constantinople, as 
preacher in the great cathedral. As 
Patriarch of Constantinople, Chrysos- 
tom took an uncompromising stand 
against the worldliness of the court 
and this aroused the ire of the worldly 
wife of the young emperor. She joined 
with some of Chrysostom’s theological 
enemies and finally, after one sermon 
which irritated her particularly, he was 
seized and hurried off into exile. There 
he was rushed about from one place 
to another, allowed no opportunity of 
decent living, and within three years 
took sick and died, praising God for 
everything, even for his unmerited per- 
secution, 

Thirty years later the bones of John 
Chrysostom were brought back to Con- 
stantinople and buried with great cere- 
mony. The whole Christian church has 
recognized him as one of the great 
saints of the fourth and fifth centuries. 
As a thinker, Augustine is pre-eminent. 
As a preacher, Chrysostom has rarely 
been equaled. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Taking Men Alive. By Charles G. 
Trumbull. (Lutterworth Press, London, 
Eng., 6/6.) The two former Editors of 
THe SunpDAy ScHoot Times, Dr. Henry 
Clay Trumbull and Dr. Charles G. 
Trumbull, were both skilled in personal 
work and both wrote books about 
it. Dr. H. C, Trumbull’s very widely 
known book was, “Individual Work for 
Individuals” (out of print); and the 
present volume is a new, British edi- 
tion of his son’s book. ' 

“C. T.” (as he was affectionately 
known to the editorial staff by his in- 
itials on page proofs and memos) 
quoted extensively—with credit, of 
course—from his father’s book, and in- 
terspersed the quotations with valuable 
comments drawn from his own experi- 
ence and study. His title is from the 
Greek of Luke 5:10, “From henceforth 
thou shalt take men alive” (AS.V., 
marg.), and his subtitle very well de- 
scribes the theme: “Studies in the 
Principles and Practices of Individual 
Soul-winning.” Here is a happy com- 
bination of the writings of father and 
son, for both are marked with clarity 
of style, convincing reasoning, and ab- 
sorbingly interesting illustrations from 
real life. Many are taken from the 
elder Trumbull’s service as a chaplain 
with the Union Army during the Civil 
War. 

Both writers give helpful instructions 
on how to do personal work and then 
démonstrate how it is done by many 
recorded conversations. There is a 
Scripture index; and at the end of each 
of the ten chapters there are “Thoughts 
and Questions” which add to the value 
of this volume as a textbook for class 
use. No Christian can read it without 
being spurred on to be: about his 
Father’s business of drawing men to 
Christ. 

we 


Worldwide Bible Reading 
Thanksgiving to Christmas 


OR the fourteenth year the American 
. Bible Society is offering a program of 
worldwide Bible reading for the period, 
Thanksgiving to Christmas, The theme 
for this year is “Now in 1,100 Tongues,” 
calling attention to the fact that the 
Scriptures exist, at least in part, in 1,109 
languages, of which 210 have entire 
Bibles, and 270 more the New Testa- 
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ment. The list of Scripture readings for 
this period is given below: 


NOVEMBER 
28 Thanksgiving. Micah .......... 6:6-8 
ae a ..Psalms........90:1-17 
at rad cera Psalms .103: 1-22 
DECEMBER 
1 Advent 
Sunday....Romans ....... 13:7-14 
Ree dec sateen Jemes ..........:8-87 
ee ? Gomes ..:.... 1:1-31 
cP idase chaned ae 8:1-9 
De deuisiatvenked Psalms ...... 139: 1-24 
I Ee Sr ..Matthew 20: 17-29 
Tiki veswos ....-Ephesians .. 4: 1-32 
8 Universal 
Bible Sunday Exodus ........20:1-17 
SEAR eye Matthew .....22:15-40 
Os a as Rake bee Romans .... .8:14-39 
Bese ira e's 2 1 Corinthians . .13:1-13 
a eee ef — Sere 4: 1-21 
ee ee MAatthew . 5: 1-26 
a Matthew ......5:27-48 
15 Sunday ...... Matthew .......6:1-18 
Ee ee Bay ..Matthew .. 6: 19-34 
Se A ee Matthew 7: 1-29 
oi Ns Ar EE Sanu sks 3:1-17 
BG ee as nae to Titus 2:1-15 
RE SPR AR . Isaiah « ¢se » oa 
ee .. .53:1-12 
22 Sunday John 1:1-18 
Se ore eta ; Hebrews . 1:1-14 
a ...Matthew ..... 1: 18-25 
25 Christmas .Matthew 2:1-12 


For those who want to continue read- 
ing the Bible the last six days of the 
year, these passages are recommended: 


eee eee ¢ Matthew ......2:13-23 
Aree ee 7:51-60 
aes Matthew ......23:1-22 
29 Sunday ...... Matthew .....23:23-39 
irre Psalms ....... 19: 1-14 
Se NER ed Psalms . .91:1-16 


Copies of the above list, printed in 
convenient bookmark form, may be ob- 
tained on request from your pastor, 
from your denominational headquarters, 
or from the American Bible Society 
(Dept. U), 450 Park Avenue, New York 
22, N. Y. Copies of “Daily Bible Read- 
ings, 1958” may also be obtained from 
these sources, 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, October 20 


Christian Youth Looks at the UN 
(Matt. 25:31-46; Acts 17:24-28; Isa. 2:2-4) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HIS week’s topic is designed to help 
Christian young people look at the 
United Nations from a Christian view- 
point. We should avoid, therefore, the 
mere presentation of interesting facts 
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ITS A LONG TIME 


In October, 1894, the Lord 
used a converted rabbi, Leo- 
pold Cohn, to establish the 
work which is now the Amer- 
ican Board of Missions to the 
Jews, Inc. God has pros- 
pered and blessed this work. 


Sixty-three years is a long 
time—over two generations. 
Without blare of trumpets, 
this work has faithfully gone 
about the King’s business 
and has tried constantly to 
bear witness to the truth. Our 
witness has been twofold: 
first, to the Jew with the 
message of salvation through 
the shed blood of the Lamb 
of God; and second, to the 
church with an earnest plea 
that the Jew shall be restored 
to the place which God as- 
signed to him in His divinely 
appointed missionary pro- 
gram. The Lord has honored 
and blessed both of these 
testimonies, and it has been 
our delight to know that we 
are doing His will. 


We say all of this not 
boastfully, but in humble 
gratitude to the Lord who has 
put us here and cared for us 
through the years. “Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.” 


The Chosen People is sent 
to all who are led by the 
Lord to contribute to this 
important work. 





AMERICAN BOARD OF Missions ™ ="! 


TO THE JEWS, ine. | 
236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. | 
Canadian Office: 


39 King William St., Hamiltan, Ont., Canada | 


I do want to help the Jews. Here is $ . 
Use it as God directs, to make known the saving 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ to Israel. 





Name | 
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“HOW GREAT THOU ART” 


FREE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn available 
for churches, choirs, individuals. Enclose postage. 
State number required. INDO-BURMA PIONEE 
MISSION, 989 Bay Street, Toronto, Canada. 4 





Every Aid for BETTER TEACHING 














is at your finger- 
tips in the new 
1958 Scripture 
Press General 
Catalog of Sunday 
School Supplies. 
Your FREE copy is 
ready now. Write: 


Dept. SSC-107 





SCRIPTURE PRESS 


1825 COLLEGE AVENUE, WHEATON, ILLINOIS 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 
been completed. Each reader is custom made from 
plates used in the 1879 revised edition . . . same 
type and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the om ond low prices: 
First Reader - ~- ‘$2.25 Fourth Reader - - $3.25 
Second Reader 2.50 Fifth Reader- - - 3.50 
Third Reader - - 2.75 SixthReader - - 3.75 


We pay the postage on all orders! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-10, Rowan, lowa 





HARRY all obtainable at 


RIMMER’S Berne Witness Co. 
BOOKS Berne, Indiana 


SEND FOR BOOK LIST 





“YOU EXTEND >> 
A HELPING HAND” / 


— 





“It would be impossible fully to assess 
the contribution the IBJM has made to 
our Society by its interest and coopera- 
tion,” writes Rev. W. R. Newton, General 
Secretary of‘the British Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel Among the 
Jews, oldest evangelical Jewish mission- 
ary society in the world. He continues, 
“As Founder and Director of JBJM, 
Dr. Gartenhaus seeks to help forward 
the work of Jewish evangelization 
throughout the world and extends a 
helping hand to societies other than our 
own and to many individuals who are 
bearing their witness among the Jews.” 

IBJM enjoys the confidence of recog- 
nized Christian leaders in America. Dr. 
Gartenhaus has spent 35 years in Jewish 
evangelization in America and abroad. 
IBJM-supported missionaries are wit- 
nessing in Israel, Hungary, North Africa, 
Mexico and India. Read of their minist 
in our quarterly, THE EVERLASTIN 
NATION. Free copy on request. 


Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman, Advisory Board 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD 
IBJ OF JEWISH MISSIONS, INC 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga 
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about the organization of the United 
Nations, who are its members, and 
what are its problems. These have no 
particular bearing upon the discussion 
of this topic. 


It should be made clear at the very 
start of our discussion that the United 
Nations is not a Christian organization. 
God is not even mentioned in its char- 
ter. Its delegates may be Christian, 
Mohammedan, Buddhist, Hindu, or even 
atheist. It is true that in the headquar- 
ters building in New York there is a 
so-called Meditation Room, but this 
room contains no Christian symbol of 
any sort and may be used by those of 
any faith or no faith. 


The purpose of the United Nations is 
“to maintain international peace and 
security . . . to develop friendly rela- 
tions among nations, based on respect 
for the principle of equal rights and 
self-determination of peoples . .. to 
achieve international co-operation in 
solving problems of an economic, social, 
cultural, or humanitarian character . . 
to be a center for harmonious actions 
of the nations in the attainment of these 
common ends” (Article I, The United 
Nations Charter). It is designed to give 
its member-nations an opportunity to 
discuss and to settle their problems 
around a conference table rather than 
on the battlefield. 

Now, at first glance, these seem like 
very commendable and _ worth-while 
aims, and ones that Christians every- 
where may endorse and support. Surely 
Christians; of all people, should be will- 
ing to do everything within reason, and 
apart from surrendering Christian prin- 
ciples, to bring about peace: and har- 
mony among the peoples of the world. 
However, the earnest and sincere fol- 
lower of the Lord Jesus Christ will 
sense that there is something seriously 
lacking in this program. It leaves out 
the very heart of the whole matter 
when it fails to acknowledge God and 
to recognize that it is only through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, 
that true and lasting peace can be 
brought to this old world. 

Graham Scroggie has commented in 
another connection, “It is useless to 
wash the face of the clock if the main- 
spring is broken.” Such a comment is 











r= “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volame 
of advertising. Thousands turn te these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
ef importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purehases with the help of 
these columns? 
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not an attack on cleanliness nor failure 
to recognize that clock faces sometimes 
do need washing, but it points out that 
the real purpose of a clock—telling 
time—is not to be advanced by any out- 
ward cleaning up when the real source 
of the trouble is a broken mainspring. 
Just so, natural mankind has a broken 
mainspring. That disaster occurred 
when our first parents sinned ard 
passed on to all that followed them the 
state of death and alienation from God. 
Dressing up men and women in better 
clothes, giving them an _ education, 
teaching them how to make better 
bread, giving them a better environ- 


ment, and encouraging them to smile — 


at and get along well with their neigh- 
bors, all very good in itself and very 
commendable in creating better appear- 
ing and more affable people, nevertheless 
falls pitifully short of the real need of 
mankind which is a saving knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and a life 
transformed by His saving grace. Sit- 
ting around a table in a United Nations 
meeting is certainly more comfortable 
and more commendable than flying at 
one another’s throats on the battlefield. 
But it does not change men’s hearts, 
where hatred and suspicion and envy 
originate. We have had abundant ex- 
amples of the way in which unprinci- 
pled and godless men use these very 
meetings to spew out their propaganda 
and lies and evil rantings and frustrate 
every effort of sincere men to bring 
about peace and international trust and 
co-operation. 
ve 

Therefore, "Christians, if they have 
any confidence whatever in God’s Word 
when it says that there is “none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4: 
12) and that all men apart from the 
Lord Jesus Christ are headed for eter- 
nal death and separation from God, will 
look upon the United Nations as inade- 
quate to achieve the ideals that ‘its 
charter proclaims. 

v4 


? 

The Scripture references chosen for 
this week’s topic will not prove very 
helpful to the careful Bible student in 
presenting the topic. The Lord’s proph- 
ecy concerning the judgment of the 
nations from Matthew 25 will be rec- 
ognized as referring to the time when 
the Lord Jesus will return to establish 
His millennial Kingdom. The basis of 
this judgment will be the treatment that 
the nations have given to the King’s 
“brethren,” the Jews. It has no direct 
application to present-day international 
relationships as a whole. 

we 


The portion from Acts 17 is taken 
from Paul’s address to the Athenian 
philosophers on Mars’ hill. It recog- 
nizes the fact that God, as the Creator, 
has made of one all nations, and it 
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calls upon men everywhere to seek the 
Lord and to find Him and to repent and 
be saved. It does not support the im- 
plication that some read into this pas- 
sage, that God is the Father of all and 
all men are brothers. God’s Word 
plainly teaches that God is not the true 
Father of all men, but rather that some 
are “of your father, the devil” (John 
8:44). Men become sons of God in the 
Bible sense only through belief on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and acceptance of 
Him as Saviour (John 1:12, 13) and “no 
man cometh unto the Father but by 
me [Christ]” (John 14:6). This fact 
does not, however, relieve the Chris- 
tian of responsibility for his fellow 
men. He is enjoined in the Epistles to 
love even his enemies and to do good 
to all men, not because they are his 
brothers, but because he is a follower 
of Christ who died for all and is not 
willing that any should perish. 
se 


The Scripture ‘portion from Isaiah 2 
speaks of the last days when “the moun- 
tain” or Kingdom of the Lord’s house 
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shall be established above the nations 
of the world. This is the time when 
lasting peace will be ushered in by the 
Lord Jesus who will reign from Jeru- 
salem and will righteously and impar- 
tially administer affairs of the nations 
as no United Nations can. Meanwhile, 
any man-made efforts to bring gbout 
universal peace, well intentioned though 
they may be, will not be effective. It 
is Christ that this old world needs for 
its troubles and ills of the present, and 
it is Christ that the world needs as King 
and ruler if it is to enjoy lasting peace. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the Internatidhal 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 14 to 20 


Mon., Oct. 14.—1 Cor. 9:1-8. 
Liberty and Duty. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Mine answer to 
them that do examine me.” Paul’s 
choices in life and service all seemed 
to lean heavily toward the will of God. 
And even things he could do with a 
good conscience, he abandoned, he says, 
in order that God might be the more 
glorified by his behavior. We, too, need 
a good and right answer to them who 
examine our behavior. Our best answer 
to all who entertain wrong judgment of 
our deeds is righteousness. “Having a 
good conscience; that, whereas they 
sp@ak evil of you, as of evildoers, they 
may be ashamed that falsely accuse 
your good conversation in Christ” (1 
Pet. 3:16). Pray for Cedarville College, 
Cedarville, Ohio. 


Tues., Oct. 15.—1 Cor. 9:9-15. 
Worthy of Generous Support. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The,Lord or- 
dained that they which preach the gos- 
pel should live of the gospel.” The min- 
istry should be adequately supported 
by prayers and gifts. But prayer, with- 
out provision for the physical needs of 
the minister, is hypocrisy; and failure 
to do both is tragedy. If God’s people 
would obey 1 Corinthians 16:2, we 
would have much better ministries. An 
empty pocketbook and a full and grate- 
ful heart are rarely found together. 
Spurgeon said, “The churches that 
starve their ministers impoverish them- 
selves.” See that your pastor is prop- 
erly supported: Pray for Grace Bible 
Institute; Omahu, Nebr. 


Wed., Oct. 16.—1 ‘Cor. 9:16-23. 
Under Divine Compulsion. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the gospel!” Divine 
authority ought to be a minister’s most 
compelling force. What God asks ought 
to be enough for any man. As our Sav- 
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FOR WELL-WRITTEN 
EVANGELICAL BOOKS 


dealing with every phase of the Christian life: doctrine, 
witnessing, intellectual problems, missions, devotional 
material, Bible study and prayer, ask at your bookstore 
for books by InTeR-VarstTy Press, or write for catalog. 


INTER-VARSITY PRESS 
1519 North Astor Dept. ST 


The BIBLE BASIS of 
SS MISSIONS 


i. By Robert Hall Glover, M.D. 


Chicago 10 

















~ A book every alive Christian should 

= “read, mark, learn and inwardly di- 
a gest.” True ground for rethinkin 
Missions. ne bases the missionary motive an 
message on the Bible where only is found the origin and 
goal of the enterprise. Don’t miss it. 208 pages $2.50, 


Order today—from your store or direct 


BIBLE HOUSE OF LOS ANGELES 
exams 929 S$, Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 6, Calif. —_ 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 
Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 
Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 


Talmage Payne, Director 
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YOU HAVE $300, 


$900 or $1,000? 





This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 

Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 

And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


* * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 


sured of a generous income. Something they | 


can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad... regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
too. 


* * *# 


You should see their faces light up... 


» when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 


provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work... they’re 
overjoyed! 

And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity. Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 


a share. 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 








Write: Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Department 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 


0 Please send me, without obligation, pousLe piviwenDs, story of Moody Annuity 


Dept. S-57-31-4 








0 cael send folder, Where There’s a Will, relating to stewardship. 
Name Age 
Address — 

City Zone State 














iour came down here, not to do His own 
will, but the will of Him that sent Him, 
so we ought to obey God rather than 
man. A ministry under divine compul- 
sion is ministry at its best. Whose serv- 
ant art thou? Whose will is the law 
of your life? Pray for Buffalo Bible In- 
stitute, Buffalo, N. Y. 


Thurs., Oct. 17.—1 Cor. 9:24-27. 
The Cost of Character. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I keep under my 
body, and bring it into subjection: lest 
that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be 
a castaway.” Strength of character is 
best exhibited in a Christian by his 
denial. of self in devotion to Christ. The 
battleground of the soul is the body. If 
control of the body is lost, great will 
be the failure of any Christian. Sub- 
ject all the desires of the flesh to dis- 
cipline, as the Word directs. We all 
must choose between self-crucifixion 
and calamity. Pray for the Bible Insti- 
tute of Montreal, Can. 


Fri., Oct. 18.—1 Tim. 3:1-7. 
The High Office. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If a man desire 
the office of a bishop, he desireth a good 
work.” The supremacy of the minis- 
terial office is set forth in the Word by 
titles, duties, and honors. attached 
thereto. The dignity of the office is 
the highest in the world. Let no man 
despise it because of our failure to 
honor it. Other Christian offices get 
their honor from the ministry, and ex- 
ist because of it. Let all pastors adorn 
their service for God in righteous de- 
votion to the will of God. Pray for, the 
Detroit Bible Institute, Detroit, Mich. 


Sat., Oct. 19.—2 Tim. 2:15-21. 
Approved Service. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Approved unto 
God.” The goal of all ministries is di- 
vine approval, Let us not care for the 
transient, insufficient praise of men, We 
have only one to please, and that is our 
Master who is in Heaven. His “Well 
done!” is worth more than all the hon- 
ors the world can give us. “The Master 
praises; what are men?” Let us not 
miss the chief honor of having our 
names owned among the followers of 
the Lamb. Pray for the Berean Bible 
School, Allentown, Pa, 


Sun., Oct. 20.—Eph. 3:8-13. 
° A Sacred Trust. 
PRAYER SucGGEsTIoNs: “The gift of 
God” (Eph. 2:8). Saving faith is the 
gift of God. And by this God-given 
faith we recognize, as did Peter, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and call Him Lord 
and our Saviour. And this gift of 
faith opens the way to all the bless- 
ings of grace. It is the victory that 
overcomes the world. It produces 
hope, joy, and peace, and is necessary 
to all forms of Christian service and 
blessing. Pray for more faith, 





— KY 


= © eo 


3s 3P a3 





